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THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 


——__———_—_ se or a | 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 2, 1861. 


The Senate commenced the second session of 
the Thirty-Seventh Congress this day, pursuant 
to the Constitution. 

The VICE PRESIDENT, (Hon. Hannipac 
Hamtty,) at twelve o’clock, meridian, called the 
Senate to order. 

SENATORS PRESENT. 

The following Senators were present. 
the State of 

Maine—Hon. Lot M. Morrill and Hon. Wil- 


liam P. Fessenden. 


From 


New Hampshire—Hon. Daniel Clark and Hon. | 


John P. Hale. 

Vermont—Hon. Solomon Foot and Hon. Jacob 
Collamer. 

Massachusetts—Hon. Henry Wilson and Hon. 
Charles Sumner. 

Rhode Island—Hon. James F. 
Hon. Henry B. Anthony. 

Connecticut—Hon. James Dixon and Hon. 
Lafayette S. Foster. 


New York—Hon. Preston King and Hon. Ira | 


Harris. 


New Jersey—Hon. John R. Thomson and Hon. | 


John C. Ten Eyck. 
Pennsylvania—Hon. Edgar Cowan. 


Delaware—Hon. James A. Bayard and Hon. | 


Willard Saulsbury. 
Virginia—Hon. John 8. Carlile. 
Kentucky—Hoon. Lazarus W. Powell. 
Ohio—Hon. Benjamin F. Wade. 


Michigan—Hon. Zachariah Chandler. 


Indiana—Hon. Jesse D. Brightand Hon. Henry | 


S. Lane. 


Iilinois—Hon. Lyman Trumbull and Hon. 0. 


H. Browning. 

Wisconsin—Hon. James R. Doolittle and Hon. 
Timothy O. Howe. 

Iowa—Hon. James W. Grimes and Hon. 
James Harlan. 


Minnesota—Hon. Henry M. Rice and Hon. | 


Morton S. Wilkinson. 


California—Hon. Milton 8. Latham and Hon. | 


James A. McDougall. 

Kansas 
James H. Lane. 

Oregon—Hon. James W. Nesmith 

PRAYER. 

tev. Mason Noste, D. D., Chaplain in the 
United States Navy, officiated for the Chaplain 
to the Senate, Rev. Byron Scunperianp, D. D., 
whose absence is occasioned by sickness, and 
offered up the following prayer: 





Almighty God, our heavenly Father, impress us | 


with the sense of Thy presence as we thus come 
before Thee. 
God, our Father, our Friend, our Redeemer, the 


God of the nations; but above all, Thou art the | 


God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
whom we have received the atonement, and 
through whom we have access by faith into this 
grace wherein we stand, rejoicing in the hope of 
the glory of God. We confess our sins before 

‘hee, heavenly Father. We are unworthy of 
Thy regard; and yet Thou hast so loved usas to 
give Thy Son to die for us; and if Thou didst not 
spare Him, we know Thou wilt, with Him, freely 
give us all things. 


1 


Simmons and | 


Hon. Samuel C. Pomeroy and Hon. | 


Thou art the only living and true | 


\| freedom shall be 


| Wethank Thee for Christ, and for the great 
salvation, and for the hope of heaven, and now 
we bless Thee for Thy providential mercies over 
us, that Thou hast, after the separation of these 
Senators to their homes, brought them again to 
| this their post of duty, laden with the varied ex- 
perience of Thy providential dispensations, but 
above all, laden with the goodness of God to them 
and to the nation. We thank Thee for Thy mer- 
We bless Thee that Thou hast saved this 
nation to the present moment. We thank Thee 
for all the success that has accompanied the legis- 
lation of this body and the legislation of Congress. 
Wethank Thee forall the success that has crowned 


cies. 


our arms in the Army and in the Navy. We | 


thank Thee for the solid foundations on which, 
through Thy divine goodness, this Government, 
as we believe, now rests. 

For all these Thy merci 
thanks; but, Lord, we are fallible, we are weak, 
we need divine wisdom, and here in these hich 
places of the land we look up to Thee upon Thine 
eternal throne and pray Thee still to interpose in 
our behalf. Blessournation. Bless Thy servant, 
the President, and all the members of his Cabinet. 
May they be inspired with wisdom, with holy 
patriotism, with firmness for the right, with a lov: 
| of justice and truth, and all the virtues which are 
pleasing to God and may be beneficial to this na- 
tion. We pray for both Houses of Congress now 
| assembled. May Thy presence be with them from 

day today. We especially invoke Thy blessing 

upon this body of Senators, upon Thy servant 
| their President, and upon all the members of this 
| body. May their lives and health be precious in 
Thy sight. May their counsels be ever under 
| Thy divine superintendence; and may the wisdom 
of God, profitable to direct, be imparted to every 
mind, and characterize every act. 

Hear us in these our supplications, and fit us 
to do and to suffer all Thy holy will here and in 
every part of our land; and may the time com 
when Thy presence shall be in all the States, when 
the enemies of this Government shall be brought 
into subjection to the laws of the land, and when 
univer 


sul among all classes in 
Thou wert the God of our 


this great population. 


i in nm : ; 
|}; fathers: we pray Thee to be the God of their chil- 
' 


dren. And may our nation live for the honor of 
Thy name, for the good of humanity, and may 
| the kingdom of God come, and Thy will be done 


Amen. 


|| on earth asin heaven, for Christ’s sake. 
HOUR OF MEETING. 
| On motion of Mr. HALE, it was 


Ordered, Thatthe hour of the daily meeting of the Senate 
be twelve o’clock, meridian, until otherwise ordered. 
| ORGANIZATION. 
| On motion of Mr. GRIMES, it was 
| Ordered, That the Secretary inform the House of Rep 
resentatives that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, 
and that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 
|| A message was received from the House of 
|| Representatives, by Mr. Emerson Ernerince, 
i: ‘ ~ 
| its Clerk, as follows: 
Mr. Prestpent: A quorum of the members of the House 
of Representatives have this day assembled in their Hall, 
| and are now ready to proceed to the transaction of business. 
} 
| Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution; 
|| which was considered by unanimous consent, and 
agreed to: 
| Resolved, Thata committee consisting of three members 
be appointed to join such committee as may be appointed 
|} by the House of Representatives to wait on the President 
of the United States, and inform him thata quorum of each 
House has assemble, and that Congress is ready to received 
any communication he may be pleased to make. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
shall the committee be raised ? 
Several Senators. Let the Chair appoint. 

There being no objection to the appointment 
of the committee by the Chair, 

The VICE PRESIDENT appointed Messrs. 
Hare, Trumesuir, and Laruam. 

A message was subsequently received from the 
|| House of Representatives by Mr. Erneripes, 


In what manner 


receive our hearty 


a resolution for the appointment of a committee 
on its part, to join such committee as may be 
appointed on the part of the Senate, to wait on 
the President of the United States and inform him 
that a quorum of each House has assembled, and 
that Congress is ready to receive any communi- 
cation he may be pleased to make, and had ap- 
pointed Mr. Reusen E. Fenton of New York, 
Mr. James K. Moorneap of Pennsylvania, and 


| Mr. Cuarces A. Wickurre of Kentucky, the 


committee on the part of the House. 
NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. TRUMBULL gave notice of his intention 


hereafter to ask leave to Introduce a bill for the 
confiscation of the property of rebels and givi: 
freedom to the persons they hold in slavery. 

Mr. WILKINSON gave notice of his intention 
hereafter to ask leave to introduce a bill to abolish 
the distinction between the regular and the volun- 
teer forces of the United States. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 


Mr. HALE, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait on the President of the United States and 
inform him that a quorum of each House has 
assembled, and that Congress is ready to receive 
any communication he may be pleased to make, 
reported that they had performed the duty as- 
signed them, and that the President had requested 
them to inform the two Houses of Congress that 
he would communicate to them at twelve o’clock 
to-morrow, In Writing. 

On motion of Mr. HALE, the Senate then 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 2, 1861. 
The House of Representatives of the ‘Thirty- 
Seventh Congress, in pursuance of constitutional 


provision, convened this day in second session; 


| and at twelve o’clock, m., was called to order by 


the Speaker, Hon. Gatusna A. Grow, a Repre- 
sentative from the State of P. nnsylvania, 

Rev. T. H.Srockron, Chaplain of the House, 
offered the following prayer: 

O Lord, our God, in the name of Jesus, and 
trusting in the aid of Thy Holy Spirit, we offe 
Thee our humble worship. We thank Thee that 
Congress thus reassembles. We thank Thee that 
our capital is still safe, the officers of the Govern- 
ment are in their proper places, and its various 
Departments in vigorous and successful operation. 
We thank Thee that the great majority of ou 


| States are still loyal, with others likely to becom: 


so, and that our people, notw ithstanding the war, 
are comparative ly prosperous and happy. 0 
Lord, receive, we beseech Thee, our profound- 
est gratitude, our most sincere and fervent 
riving. 

And now, O Lord, we pray for our country, 
for our whole country. We pray for the for; ive- 
ness of our sins, for the correction of our errors, 
and for our common and perpetual establishment 
in truth and purity and justice, and the love of 
harmony and peace. We pray for our President 
and his Cabinet. We pray for the Vice President 
and the Senate. We pray for the Speak« rand th 
House of Representatives. W* pray for the Chief 
Justice and his associates of the Supreme Court 
We pray for every officer and private in the Army 
and Navy. We pray for every prisoner, for every 

| one wounded or sick in our hospitals, and for all 
who have them in charge. We pray for the fam 

ilies of the absent ones. We pray for the families 
of the slain and of the deceased, for their fathers 
and their mothers, for their wives and children, 
for their brothers and sisters and friends. We 
We pray for our friends 
in the midst of our enemies. We pray for our 
enemies in the midst of our friends. We pray 
for the slaves. We pray for all classes and con- 
ditions throughout our once peaceful and blessed 
country, still hopeful of being more peaceful and 


thanks- 


pray for our enemies. 


|| more blessed thanever. We pray that the spirit of 
iis Clerk, announcing that the House had passed || Christ may abound and abide throughout all our 
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Union, that all things may be subdued to th 
majesty of His authority, and to the felicity of 
His roverniment, 

And now, Lord, as Thou seest the end from 
the beginning, and knowest all things, and how 
to administer all affairs in all goodness, in all wis- 
dom, and with all grace, we commit our personal 
and family and social and public and national 
affairs, as ever heretofore so forever hereafter, 
into Thy care and keeping. 

Our lather, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
Phy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
onearth as itis in heaven; give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors; and lead us not into temptation but de- 
liver us from evil; for Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, foreverandever. Amen. 


r 


MEMBERS PRESENT. 

The roll being called, the following members 
answered to their names. From the State of 
MAINE. 

Anson P. Morrill, 
John H. Rice, 
Frederick A. Pike. 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Thoma 
VERMONT. 
Portus Baxter. 


John N. Goodwin, 
Charles W. ‘Valton, 


Samuel C. Fe enden, 


Edward H. Re M. Edwards. 


llins, 


©. P. Walton, jr., 
Morrill, 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
rhomas D. Eliot, 


Justin 5 


Charles R. Train, 
Goldsmith F. Bailey, 
Charles Delano, 
Rice, Henry L. Dawes. 


James Buffinton, 
Benjamin F. Thomas, 
\lexander H 
John B. Alley, 
RHODE ISLAND. 
William P. Sheffield. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Dwight Loomis, George C Woodruff. 
Alfred A. 


Burnham, 
NEW YORK. 


Edward H. Smith, Richard Franchot, 


Moses F. Odell, Roscoe Conkling, 
William Wall, R. Holland Duell, 


Frederick A. Conkling, 
Elijah Ward, 
Edward Haight, 
Charles H. Van Wyck, 
Jobn B. Steele, 

phen Baker, 


Abraham B. Olin, 


William E. Lansing, 
Ambrose W. Clark, 
Charles B. Sedgwick, 
‘Theodore M. Pomeroy, 
Robt. B. Van Valkenburgh, 
Augustus Frank, 

Burt Van Horn, 


Erastus Corning, Elbridge G. Spaulding, 
William A. Wheeler, Reuben E. Fenton. 
Socrates N. Sherman, 


NEW JERSEY. 
Steele, 


Cobb, 


William G 
George T. 


Nehemiah Perry, 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
William E. Lehman, 
John P. Verree, 
William D. Kelley, 
William Morris 


John Hickman, 


Jost ph Baily, 
Edward McPherson, 
Samuel 8. Blair, 
Davis, Jesse Lazear, 

James K. Moorhead, 
Robert McKnight, 
John W. Wallace, 
John Patton, 

Flijah Babbitt. 


MARYLAND. 


L. Leary, 


Sydenham EE. Ancona, 
Thaddéous Stevens, 
James H. Campbell, 


Galusha A. Grow, 


Cornelius L. 
Henry May, 


Francis Thomas, 
Charles B. Calvert. 

VIRGINIA. 
Charles H. Upton. 

OHTO, 

Valentine B. Horton, 
Samuel 8. Cox, 
Samuel T. Worcester, 
Harrison G. Blake, 


Jeorge H 
John A. 
Clement L. Vallandigham, 
William Allen, 


Pendleton, 
Gurley, 


James M. Ashley, James R. Morris, 

Chilton A. White, Sidney Edgerton, 

Richard A. Harrison, Albert G. Riddle, 

Samuel! Shellabarger, John Hutchins, 

Warren P. Nobile, John A. Bingham. j 

Carey A. Trimble, 
KENTUCKY. 


Charlies A. Wickliffe, 
George W. Dunlap, 


John W. Menzies. 


INDIANA. 
George W. Julian, 
Albert G. Porter, 
Schuyler Colfax, 
William Mitcheli. | 


John Law, 

James A. Cravens, 
W. McKee Dunn, 
William 8. Holman, 


ILLINOIS. 

Ellihu B. Washburne, William A. Richardson, 
Isaac N. Arnold, James C. Robinson, 
Owen Lovejoy, Philip B. Fouke. 
William Kellogg, 

MISSOURI. 
Francis P. Blair, jr., John W. Noell. 
Elijah H. Norton, 

MICHIGAN. 
Bradley F. Granger, Rowland E. Trowbridge. 


Fernando C. Beaman, 


IOWA. 
William Vandever, 
WISCONSIN. 
John F. Potter, A. Scott Sloan. 
Luther Hanchett, 
MINNESOTA. 
Cyrus Aldrich. 
OREGON. 
George K. Shiel. 
KANSAS. 
Martin I’. Conway. 
DELEGATE FROM NEBRASKA. 
Samuel G. Daily. 

The SPEAKER. One hundred and fourteen 
members have answered to their names, and there 
is therefore a quorum presentready todo business. 

Mr. ALDRICH stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Winpvom, was detained on his way to Washing- 
ton by the illness of his daughter. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by its 
Secretary, Joun W. Forney, Esq., notifying the 
House that a quorum of that body had reassem- 


bled, and was ready to proceed to the business of 
the session. 
MEMBERS ELECT SWORN IN. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Mr. Speaker, Messrs. 
Aaron A. Sarceantand T.G. PuHerps, members 
elect from the State of California, are present, and 
I move that they be sworn in. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hears no objec- 
tion, and the motion will be considered as adopted. 

Messrs. SarGeant and Pue ps took the usual 
oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States. 

Mr. RICE, of Massachusetts. Mr. Samven 
Hooper, Representative elect from the fifth con- 
gressional district of Massachusetts, in place of 
Hon. William Appleton, resigned, is present, and 
I move that he be sworn in. 

There being no objection, Mr. Hooper took 
the usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 

TENNESSEE. 
Mr. DAWES. Mr. Speaker, Hon. Horace 


Maynarp, Representative elect from the second 


district of the State of Tennessee, is now present, | 


and I move that he be qualified. 
Mr. STEVENS. 


atives from alleged seceded States. It may be 


There are two or three gen- | 
tlemen who, | understand, claim to be Represent- | 





| law or under some new law, enacted by only 


| sent any district is a mere mockery. 


December 2. 


not know whether he was elected under the old 


a 


portion of the State. We know that a new State 


| formed out of part of Virginia claims to represent 


the whole of that State; and we know that mem- 
bers have been elected to this House by only 
twenty votes, and those cast under the guns of q 
fort. Now, to say that those gentlemen repre- 
] do not 
think that such gentlemen ought to be admitted 
to seats in this Hall until their cases have been 
fully investigated by a committee of this House, 
In North Carolina an election has been held out 
of the ordinary time. It may be correct, but it 
ought to be investigated. We can act intelli- 
gently on the reports of the committee, which 
we cannot do now. 

Mr. DAWES. I agree entirely with the gen- 
tleman from Pennsylvania in the view which he 


| takes in reference to the cases to which he has 


| alluded; but there isa distinction which he ought 


to make between them and this one of the gentle- 


| man from Tennessee, Mr. Maynarp. Mr. May- 


NARD comes here elected according to the forms 
of law. He was elected precisely as he or any 
other man would have been elected had Tennessee 
taken no steps to secede from the Union. He was 
elected during the last session of Congress. 

Mr. STEVENS. Let me ask the gentleman 
aquestion. I want to know the facts. I wish to 
know whether the election at which Mr. May- 
NARD was returned was held according to the laws 
which existed prior to the alleged secession of 


| Tennessee, and at the time fixed by those laws? 


that they have been properly elected; but as we | 


know that their States are, so far as they can be, 
out of the Union, I deem it proper that this House 


ought to refer all such cases to the Committee of 


Elections. I therefore make that motion. 

Mr. DAWES. I think that the case of Mr. 
Maywnarp is an exception to the rule suggested by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania. Mr. Maynarp 
was elected on the regular day of election in Ten- 
nessee, under the ordinary proclamation, and be- 
fore Tennessee, if I am correctly informed, had 
taken any steps in the way of attempting to se- 
cede from the Union, He was elected by a very 
large vote, and upon a regular contest. 1 produce 


| here the certificates of the sheriffs in the several 


counties of his district that he was elected. What- 
ever may be the rule proper to be adopted in ref- 


| erence to other cases, I can conceive of no reason 


why Mr. Maynarp should not be qualified to take 
his seat, like the other members who have pre- 
sented themselves here to-day. 

Mr. STEVENS. I do not know any of the 
facts in this case. Whilewe may say that we do 
not recognize any State to be out of the Union, 
yet the fact is that States have declared them- 
selves to be out of the Union; and whether Mr. 


MAYNARD was elected or notat the usual time and | 


in the usual way is a fact I do not know. 


Mr. DAWES. I am informed that he was 
elected according to the laws of Tennessee as they 
have existed for a long time. 


Mr. STEVENS. That 


is what I want to 


|| know. 


Mr. DAWES. Iam prepared to make a mo- 
tion in reference to some other cases precisely like 
that suggested by the gentleman from Pennsy]- 
vania. I think those cases ought to be referred 
to some committee. 

Mr. STEVENS. I have no objection to that. 
I did not know how Mr. Maynarp was elected, 

Mr.DAWES. He was elected during the first 
session of this Congress, and was on his way 
here when the House adjourned. ; 

Mr. STEVENS. I understand that he was 
elected at the time fixed by the old law. 

Mr. DAWES. Yes, sir. 

Mr. STEVENS. Then I withdraw my objec- 
tion. 

The motion was adopted; and Hon. Horace 
Maywnarp took the usual oath to support the Con- 
stitution of the United States. 

Mr. VANDEVER stated that Hon. James F. 


| Wixson, Representative elect from the first con- 
| gressional district of Iowa, was present, and 


moved that he be sworn in. 
The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Wiison 


| took the usual oath to support the Constitution 


of the United States. 
MESSAGE TO THE SENATE. 
Mr. PERRY offered the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That a message be sent to the Senate, to in- 


form them that a quorum of the House of Representatives 
has assembled, and is ready to proceed to business. 


JOHN M. BERNHISEL. 
Mr. WASHBURNE. The Delegate from the 


| Territory of Utah, Joun M. Bernuisk 1, is present, 


and I move that he be sworn in. 
The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Bernuiset 
was qualified, by taking the usual oath of office to 


| support the Constitution of the United States. 


| order. 
| question of privilege. 


JOHN CRADLEBAUGH. 

Mr. COX. I rise to a question of privilege. 
have in my hand the certificate of Governor Nye, 
of Nevada, showing that the Hon. Joun Crap.e- 
pauGu has been elected a Delegate from that Ter- 
ritory. He is present, and I move that he be 
sworn in. : 

Mr. RICHARDSON. {f rise to a question of 
The swearing in of a Delegate is nota 
It is not necessary for the 


| organization of the House that they should be 
| sworn in, and the question of privilege relates only 


I do || 


to that organization. I have a question of priv!- 


lege, myself, which I wish to submit; and there- 
fore I raise the question of order. 
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Mr. COX. It has been customary to extend 
to Delegates the same rules which govern the 
admission of members. 

The SPEAKER. A Delegate is entitled to all 
the privileges of the floor, except that of voting. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The point I make 1s 
that the swearing in of a Delegate is not necessary 
to the organization of the House, and therefore 
it is not a question of privilege. 

The SPEAKER. As the House has recognized 


Delegates for all purposes except that of voting, | 


it is proper that they should be recognized in this 
case, and therefore the Chair overrules the point 
of order. 

The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Crapte- 
BAUGH was qualified by taking the usual oath to 
support the Constivetion of the United States. 


COMMITTEE TO WAIT UPON THE PRESIDENT. 
Mr. FENTON introduced the following reso- 


lution; which was read, considered, and agreed to: || 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed upon the part | 


of the House, to join such committee as may be appointed 
upon the part of the Senate, to wait upon the President of 
the United States, and inform him that a quorum of the 
two Houses is assembled, and that Congress is ready to re- 
ceive any communication he may be pleased to make. 


The SPEAKER subsequently appointed as 
such committee, Mr. Fenton, Mr. Wick.irre, 
and Mr. Mooruweap. 


CHARLES H. FOSTER. 
Mr. HICKMAN. Mr. Cuarces H. Foster, 


elected a Representative to this House from the 
State of North Carolina under a proclamation of 
the Governor of that State, is now present, and 
ready to be sworn in. I move that he be quali- 
fied; but before that is done, I ask that the proc- 
lamation and certificate of the Governor be read. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [rise toa point of 
order. I understand that the papers in that case 
were referred to the Committee of Elections at the 
last session. If so, I desire to know if it is in 
order now to present these papers? 

Mr. HICKMAN. In reply to the gentleman 
I will say that the papers referred to the Commit- 
tee of Elections had reference to a previous elec- 
tion. Another election has been held since that 
time, and Mr. Foster again returns under the new 
election called by the Governor of the State; the 
certificate of that election being now in the hands 
of the Clerk. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. That was the elec- 
tion at Hatteras. 

The proclamation and certificate of the Gov- 
ernor of the State were read, as follows: 

Proclamation by the Governor. 
Srare or Norra CaRouina, 
Executive Departmént. ; 
To the People of North Carolina: 


Whereas an ordinance of the convention of North Car- | 


olina, passed on Monday, 18th November, 1561, directs the 
Provisional Governor of this Commonwealth, in the tollow- 
ing words, to wit: ‘* Whereas, itis desirable that this State 


shall be represented in the Federal Congress, and maintain | 


her due weight in the councils of the Union, therefore the 
Provisional Governor be directed hereby to order special 
elections, in accordance with chapter sixty-nine of the re- 
vised code, as soon as practicable and expedient, in any 
district or districts now unrepresented.’? And whereas the 
revised code of this State, chapter sixty-nine, section five, 


provides as follows, to wit: ‘‘ lt, at any time after the ex- | 


piration of any Congress, and before another election, or if 


at any time after any election, there shali be a vacancy in |} 
the representation in Congress, the Governor shall issue a 
writ of election, and, by proclamation, shall require the | 
voters to meet in their respective counties, at such time as 
may be appointed therein, and at the places established by 
law, then and there to vote fora Representative in Congress 
to fill the vacancy, and the election shall be conducted in 
and it appearing that 


or 


like manner as regular elections ; 
the second congressional district is unrepresented : 


Now, therefore, 1, Marble Nash ‘Taylor, Governor of the 
State of North Carolina, do hereby notify and require the 
good and loyal people of the second congressional district of 
this State, qualified to vote for members of the House of 
Commons of the General Assembly, toassemble at the sev- 
eral voting precincts, established by law therein, on Thurs- 


fora Representative of the State in Congress. 


Iu witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and || first district. 
caused the great seal of the State to be aflixed, at 

[u. s.] Hatteras, this 18th day of November, in the year 

of our Lord 1861, and of the independence ot the 


United States the eighty-sixth. 
MARBLE NASH TAYLOR. 
STATE or Nort Caro.nina, 
Executive Department. 


Whereas, on Thursday, 28th November, 1861, at an elec- 


tion ordered and held in accordance with a provision of the 


revised code of the Commonwealth, and pursuant to an 


b 


er, 1861, for the purpose of appointing a Representative of 





the second district of the State in the Congress of the Uni 

ted States, Charles Henry Foster did receive a majority of 
all the votes so cast. 

Now, therefore, I, Marble Nash Taylor, Governor of the 
State of North Carolina, do hereby, as required by law, 
commission the said Charles Henry Foster as a Represent 
ative of the State in Congress. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand, and 

caused the great seal of the State to be affixed, at 

[u- 8.) Hatteras, this 29th day of November, in the year of 

our Lord 1861, and of the independence of the Uni- 
ted States the eighty-sixth. : 
MARBLE NASH TAYLOR. 
| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I renew my point 
| oforder. The claim of Mr. Fosrer to a seat in 
| this House was referred at the extra session to 
| the Committee of Elections. It is of no import- 
| ance to the committee or to the House what the 
foundation of that claim is; and these papers re- 
lating to his general claim to a seat ought to fol- 
low the papers presented in July. I submit that 
|| the proper disposition of this case is to refer these 
papers to the committee to constitute a part of his 
chain of title; and that, as a point of order, it is 
| notcompetent, withoutdischarging thatcommittee 
from the consideration of the claim of Fosrer to 

a seatin this House, now to swear him in as a 
|} member. 
| The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio make the point of order that these papers 
cannot be received? 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. They can be re- 
|| ceived, but the motion accompanying them, to 
| swear in the individual, is not in order, because 
his case is pending under a reference by the 
House. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I desire tocorrect a misap- 
prehension which the gentleman from Ohio seems 
|| toentertain in connection with thissubject; at the 
| time that the application was made for the admis- 
| sion of Mr. Foster, a secret election had been 
| held,as was charged at that time, and a very few 
votes were cast, ‘The case was then referred tothe 
Committee of Eiections. That case was aban- 
doned by Mr. Fosrer; and after the provisional 
| government was formed in North Carolina, a pub- 
| lie proclamation was issued andan election form- 
| ally had; and now we have before us the certifi- 
| cate of the Governor, under the broad seal of the 
State, that Mr. Fosrer was elected. This, then, is 
a different case fromthe formerone. Mr. Foster 
| makes no claim whatever to a seat under the pre- 
vious election, to which the gentleman from Ohio 
has referred. 
| TheSPEAKER. The Chair overrules the point 
|| of order, upon the ground that the House at any 
| time may determine upon the competency of any 
| member to a seat. 
| Mr. STEVENS. I understand that no report 
1 


| has been made by the committee upon that case. 
| Where there is a case pending, and no one can 
look into the title and see upon what paper the 
claim is founded, the party can present any pa- 
pers. It is right that those papers should be 
received; but it is as right and proper that they 
should be referred to a committee. No harm 
will be done by that course. I think the com- 
| mittee had better settle all the titles at once. I 
| move that the papers be referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 

The motion was agreed to; and the papers were 
referred accordingly. 


1] DELEGATE FROM NEW MEXICO. 
Mr. DUNN. JounS. Warts, Delegate elect 


| from the Territory of New Mexico, is present. 


| I move that he be sworn in. 


| the Constitution of the United States. 
REPRESENTATIVES FROM VIRGINIA. 


| The motion was agreed to; and Mr. Warts 
| was qualified by taking the usual oath to support 


Mr. RICHARDSON. There are two Repre- 
sentatives from Virginia presenting themselves 
day, the 2eth day of November, 1861, and cast their baltots here to be qualified—J acos B. Brair, from the 
eleventh district, and Josepn’ Secar, from the 
As some doubt seems to be cast 
over these cases, | wish to make a very brief 
statement to the House in reference to each of 
them, upon my motion, which I now make, that 
| they be sworn in. In reference to the gentleman 
| who presents himself from the eleventh district, 
I desire to say that he is elected to fill the vacancy 
caused by the resignation of Mr. Carlile, who 
received his seat at the called session. He was 
ordinance of the convention, passed on the 18th of Novem- || elected in accordance with the laws of Virginia. 
\| For the different candidates who presented them- 
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selves there were six or seven thousand votes 
cast, and he received a clear majority of all the 
votes cast, and he presents his certificate here in 
accordance with the laws of Virginia. I appre- 
hend there is no difficulty in reference to that 
case. 
| The gentleman from the first district, Mr. Se- 
GAR, is elected in accordance with the proclama- 
tion of Governor Pierpont, of the provisional 
government of Virginia, as it is called. Iam not 
familiar with the extent to which the inhabitants 
of the counties composing that congressional dis- 
| trict voted. Proclamation, however, was made 
of the election, and the Governor of the State gives 
a certificate of his election. I apprehend that in 
a portion of his district it was impossible to hold 
an election; so far as elections could be held in 
places not in possession of the rebels, the gentle- 
man who presents himself received their votes. 

Mr. DAWES. I call for a division of the 
question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will put the ques- 
tion upon each case separately. 

The question was taken on swearing in Mr. 
Briatr; and it was agreed to, 

Mr. Brarr was accordingly qualified, by taking 
the usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. DAWES. Inow move that the papers in 
| the case of Mr. Seaar be referred to the Com- 

mittce of Elections. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. I would inquire of the 
| gentleman from Massachusetts what, in his opin- 
ion, is the difference between the two cases? 
| Mr. DAWES. The difference is this: 1 know 
something about the one case, and I do not know 
anything about the other; and therefore I desire 
that the one I do not know anything about should 
be referred to the Committee of Elections. I know 
that in the one case a man has been elected to fill 
a vacancy—to take the place of a gentleman who 
has been admitted to a seat upon this floor. By 
the action of this House, the district has been 
decided to be entitled to a Representative under 
the action of the provisional government, as it 19 
called, of Virginia. Whathave been the proceed- 
ings in the other case, Lam entirely unable to say. 
I am ignorant of how many votes this gentleman 
received; under what circumstances, and under 
what forms of law, if any, they were given; and 
of how far he may be said to represent any con- 
siderable portion of the people of the first district 
of Virginia. 

So far as it is in our power, I think we should 
observe in this time, as well as in all others, the 
forms of law—certainly upon so important a ques- 
tion as that involving the right to a seat in this 
House. Idonot express any opinion, for t have 
no information upon the subject on which I can 
base my ation here in relation to this matter, 
| Mr. RICHIARDSON. In reply to the gentle- 
| man from Massachusetts, | would remind him 

that the Representative from ‘Tennessee, [Mr. 
Maynarp,] was admitted toa seat upon his state- 
| ment that the election was held in conformity to 
law. Lagreé with the gentleman that we ought 
| not to cheapen this privilege of representation. 
Those having seats here ought to be the repre- 
sentatives of somebody, and not of a few individ- 
uals. In the case of Mr. Seaar, he was elected 
under precisely the same law, and under the same 
| circumstances, that Mr. Bratr was. 
| The Provisional Governor issued his proclama- 
tion for the election of a successor to Mr. Carlile; 
he also issued his proclamation for an election in 
| the first district. It is true that all of that first 
district was not relieved from the heel and power 
of the rebels, but so far as our power was asserted, 
so far as the people of that district had the right 
to exercise the elective privilege, their suffrages 
were conferred upon Mr, Secar. The vote was 
unanimous; there was no dissent among them, 
The people of a portion of the district, and prob- 
| ably of the largest portion of the district, I think 
it likely, had not the power to express their 
opinions. But the same Governor, the same Pro- 
visional Governor of Virginia, issued his procla- 
mation for the elections both of Mr. Brain and 
Mr. Secar. As I understand it, they stand upon 
precisely the same footing. If the Provisional 
Governor had not the power to issue his procla- 
mation for an election, Mr. Briarr was not entitled 
to his seat. If he had not the power to issue his 
proclamation in the one case he had it not in the 
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oO i] no ¢ ion can be made toa 
1) Ww » has received the indorsement of 

his congressional district so far as this Govern- 
ment bas been able to push %s power or has 
ished it, so is to enable the people to expr ssa 
ference Now, however desirable it might be 

» haveavgentleman elected from an entire district 
State, this House of Representatives ought 

not, in my judgment, to de ny to the people of 
Accomac and Northampton counties, representa- 
upon this floor when they have laid down 

t irarms. i would hold out to the } ople eve ry 
inducement to lay down their arm J would ex- 


{ d to them a ‘fast as I could the 
enjoying all the blessings of this Government, 
among the highest of which 1s that of re prest nt- 
ation 

l‘or these reason: 
SEGAI 


, Mr. Speaker, I think Mr. 
is entitled to be sworn in. I know of no 


difference between his case and that of the gentle- 


man who has just been sworn in. ‘The forms of 
law have been observed, strictly observed; and 
i rep t, this gentleman stands in precise ly the 

me posiuon as Mr. IDLAIR, who has just been 
sworn in. 

Vir. KELLOGG, of Illinois. it seems to me, 
Mr. Speaker, thatthere is no difficulty in disposing 
of this questi trictly in accordance with the 
proceedings of the House and the law. 1 under- 
stand that it Is admitted on all hands that this 
HLlouse ha tled the question that they will ree- 
ognize representation under the provisional gov- 


ernment, as itis denominated, of Virginia—settled 
it at the last session and settled it a few moments 
since by the swearing in and admission of a gen- 
tleman elected under that government, and who 
now holds a seat upon this floor. The question, 
therefore, whether that government is to be rec- 
| 


ognized by its members here is not now before 


the House, it having been settled by the action of 


the House in two separate and distinct cases. 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 

A message was received from the Senate, by 
Joun W. Forney, Esq., its Secretary, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate had appointed a 
committee of three, consisting of Messrs. HALE, 
TrumBu.t, and Larnuam, to join such committee 
as might be appointed by the Elouse, to wait upon 
the President of the United States and inform 
him that a quorum of each House has assembled, 
and that Congress is ready to receive any com- 
munication he may desire to mak 


CASE OF MR. SEGAR—~AGAIN. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. I was remark- 
ing, When | was interrupted, that the House hav- 
ing settled the quesuion that the y will receive 
Representatives elected under that form of gov- 
ernment known as the previsional government of 
the State of Virginia, this case only differs from 
the other one in this, that Mr. Secar was elected 
from another district. His case then stands pre- 
cisely, on the presentation of these papers and of 
the certificate of el cuion, as the case of any mem- 
ber from any loyal State stands; and I under- 
stand that it has not been the practice to object 
to the admission of any member unless there 1s 
some intimation of unfairness, or there is a con- 
teslant—some person claiming that the member 
is not entitled to the seat. The House, then, 
having settled the question of the right of repre- 
scntation to that Stat ,» this rentleman comes here 
with a certificate of election and presents it to this 
ning that 

es that 


body, and no man rises in his place 
there is a contestant for the seat, « 

there has been any unfairness o1 r con- 
duct in the management of the elect no news- 
paper, | understand, charges that he is not the in- 
dividual whom the people of that district desire 
to represent them. I say then, sir, that this gen- 
tleman stands before this body presenting his 
case precisely as I presented my case, and as 
you, sir, presented your case, when you took the 
oath of office as a member of this body; and un- 
less some gentleman shall indicate that he is not 
entitled to his seat by reason of there being an- 
other claimant, or by reason of there having been 
an unfair election, I, for one, am disposed to vote 
that he be now sworn, and take his seat upon this 
floor. I think that fair and just, and in accord- 
ance with the long-established rules of proceeding 
in this House; and I do hope and trust that if 
there is a loyal man from that part of Virginia 


privilege of 


representing a loyal constituency, though but 
small, he will not be singled out and made an ex- 
ception in the manner of his obtaining his seat 


here, 


Mr. CAMPBELL. I move to lay the motion 


OB 


o refer upon the table; and upon that I demand | 


the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. What will be the effect 
of that motion if it prevails? Will it not prevent 
Mr. Secar from being sworn in? I suggest to 


| the gentleman from Pennsylvania that he merely 


call the previous question on the motion of the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Dawes,] 
which 1s to refer the whole matter to the Commit- 
tee of Elections. The House will thus be brought 
to a vote unon the subject. > 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I think my motion will 
have the same effect. I want this gentleman to be 
sworn in at once. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to ask a ques- 
tion of the Chair. If the previous question is 
sustained, will not the effect of it be to bring us 
to a vote first upon laying on the table, then on 
the reference, and then upon the admission of 
Mr. Secar to his seat?) The previous question 
does not exhaust itself on the motion to lay upon 
the table; does it? 

The SPEAKER, The gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania moves to lay upon the table the motion 
to refer, and demands the previous question. The 
Chair thinks the demand for the pre vious ques- 
tion is wholly unnecessary, as the motion to lay 
upon the table is not debatable. * 

Mr. WASHBURNE. What will be the po- 
sition of the question if the motion to Jay upon 
the table shal! prevail? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it will dis- 
pose of the whole subject. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 


| not be sworn In. 





| moment overlooking. 


Mr. 
motion. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I now move the pre- 
vious question on the motion of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. DAWES. I ask the gentleman to with- 
draw it for a moment. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. Certainly; if my friend 
will renew it. 

Mr. DAWES. Iwill do so. I wish to say 
that I have no desire at all to show any disrespect 


CAMPBELL. Then I withdraw my 


either to the gentleman who presents himself here | 


or to so many of the loyal citizens of the first dis- 


trict of Virginia as have honored him with their |! 


votes; but | apprehend that before we get through 
with this subject, we shall find ourselves dealing 
with a great principle which we are just at this 


more or less loyal citizens of these districts is a 
matter that deserves some calm consideration at 
the hands of this House. I desire—and that has 
been the only reason why I have made this mo- 
tion—that the House shall consider this subject 
in all its bearings. A gentleman came here at the 
last session with only fourteen votes cast for him; 
another gentleman came here with less than that 
number. We made a distinction at the last ses- 
sion between those two gentlemen; I do not know 
upon what rule. It was my desire then that we 
should adopt some rule that we could stand by. 
I wish that the loyal citizens of every one of these 


districts may have an opportunity to be repre- | 


sented, but | want to know whether the gentle- 
man who comes here with these papers does rep- 
resent the loyal voters of the district which he 
assumes to represent. Itis in accordance with 


| the rules of the House thatevery one of these cer- 
| tificates should be referred, in the first instance, 
| to the Committee of Elections; and it is only be- 
| cause no dispute arises and no question arises in 


various cases of members presenting themselves 
that it is not done. Itis made the duty of the 
Committee of Elections by the standing rules of 
the House—with all these certificates in the first 


instance referred to them—to examine into the 


right of each member to his seat. It is, there- 


fore, no departure from the rules of the House 
that this matter should be referred to the com- 
mittee. 

I make this motion in view of the fact that there 
are coming up here from these several districts 
every day gentlemen proposing to represent these 
There were gentlemen who tried to 


districts. 


How far we shall give | 
seats in this House to gentlemen who represent | 


And the member will |! 
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consult with the Committee of Elections at th 
last session, beforehand, to know how much of an 
election it was necessary for them to have before 
they presented themselves, and what sort of papers 
the Committee of Elections would Pass, SO as to 
get their evidence beforehand, and then go back 
into those States. I do not want to see the seats 
in this House thus trifled with. That is my only 
purpose. I hope that if these matters are referred 
to the Committee of Elections they will be enabled 
to make a speedy report. I shall take the action 
of the House in this case, so far as lam con- 
cerned,as one member of the committee, as some- 
thing of a test; and if the House are disposed to 
admit members coming under these circumstances 
without any investigation, I do not know why I 
should further object. I desire to ascertain by 
some sortofexamination, before agentleman is ad- 
mitted here, whether he represents ten, twenty, or 
a hundred voters, in a district where ten thousand 
votes may be cast one way or the other. That is 
the reason that has induced me to make this me- 
tion. I do think, sir, that it isa motion becoming 
the subject and the magnitude of the principle in- 
volved, and I hope it will prevail. I now renew 
the demand for the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; being first upon the mo- 
tion of Mr. Dawes to refer the credentials of Mr, 
Secar to the Committee of Elections. 

Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois, demanded the 
yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. DAWES moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the motion was agreed to; and also moved 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


MEMBERS SWORN IN. 
| Mr. LOOMIS. Hon. Aurrep A. Borannam, 


member elect from the third district of Connect- 
icut, is present and desires to be sworn in. 

Mr. Burnuam appeared and qualified by taking 
the usual oath to support the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Mr. VERREE. My colleague, Colonel Biv- 
DLE, is present and desires to be qualified. 

Mr. Bipp.e appeared and was sworn in. 


| MEMORIAL. 


Mr. CALVERT presented the memorial of 
Hon. S. F. Beach of the State of Virginia; which 
was referred to the Committee of Elections. 

DELEGATES QUALIFIED. 

Mr. COLFAX. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. Iask that Hon. H. B. Bennett, Delegate 
elect from the Territory of Colorado, be sworn 
in. 

No objection being made, Mr. Bennett was 
duly qualified, and took his seat. ea, 

Mr. KELLEY. Irisetoaquestionof privilege. 
Task that Hon. Wittiam H. Wattace, Delegate 
elect from the Territory of Washington, be sworn 


e 


|| in. 


| No objection being made, Mr. Wattace was 
| duly qualified, and took his seat. 


CONTESTED ELECTION. 
+ Mr. COX presented the memorial of Le Grand 


|| Byington, contesting the seat of Mr. VanpEveER; 


| which was referred to the Committee of Elec- 
tions. 
ADDITIONAL CALIFORNIA MEMBER. 


Mr. PHELPS, of California. I desire to pre- 
sent the credentials of Hon. F. F. Lowe, elected 
|asathird member from the State of California, 
/and move that they be referred to the Committee 
| of Elections. I desire to present these papers and 
have them referred for the purpose of bringing up 
and having settled the question whether Califor- 
nia is entitled to two or three members upon this 
floor. 


CASE OF C. H. FOSTER. 


Mr. DAWES presented certain papers having 
| reference to the right of C. H. Foster toa seat in 
the House; which were referred to the Commit- 
| tee of Elections. 


ORDER TO PRINT. 


| On motion of Mr. DAWES, it was 


| Ordered, That all the papers to-day referred to the Com- 
mittee of Elections be printed. 
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THANKS TO COMMODORE WILKES. 

Mr. LOVEJOY, by unanimous consent, pre- 
sented a joint resolution tendering the thanks of 
Congress to Captain Wilkes, of the United States 
Navy. 

The joint resolution was read. 


It declares that 


the thanks of Congress are due, and are hereby | 
tendered, to Captain Wilkes, of the United States | 


Navy, for his brave, adroit, and patriotic conduct 
in the arrest and detention of the traitors James 
M. Mason and John Slidell. 

The joint resolution was read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. EDGERTON offered to amend the reso- 
lution, as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert as fol- 
That the President of the United States be requested to 
present to Captain Charles Wilkes a gold medal, with suit- 
able emblems and devices, in testimony of the high sense 
entertained by Congress of his good conduct in promptly 
arresting the rebel embassadors James M. Mason and John 
Slidell. 

Mr. EDGERTON demanded the previous ques- 
tion. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. TRAIN. Would it be in order to move 
to refer the subject to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs? 

The SPEAKER. The previous question hav- 
ing been ordered, such a motion would not be in 
order at this time. 

The amendment was disagreed to. 

‘The joint resolution was then ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time ;and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the joint resolution was passed; and 
also moved that the motion to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The latter motion was acreed to. 

FORAGE CONTRACTS. 

Mr. McPHERSON, by unanimous consent, 
offered the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested to 
furnish to this louse copies of all contracts made by the 
quartermaster’s department for feeding disabled horses 
during the winter, stating the terms of these contracts, the 
names of the contractors, the number of horses given out, 
and whether these contracts were made upon public notice. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
ular order of business. 

EXPULSION OF A MEMBER. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. 

of privilege. I propose to submit a resolution for 

the expulsion from the House of Representatives 


I call for the reg- 


of Joun W. Reip, now in arms against the Uni- | 


ted States. So many new members are coming 
in, | think it would be as well to get rid of one or 
two. [Laughter.] I submit the following: 

Resolved, That Joun W. Retp, a member of the House 
of Representatives from the filth district of the State of 
Missouri, having taken up arms against the United States, 
is hereby expelled from the House, and the Speaker of the 
House is required to notify the Governor of Missouri of the 
fact. 

The resolution was received and adopted. 

Mr VALLANDIGHAM. 
regular order of business. 

INCARCERATION OF EX-SENATOR MASON. 

Mr. COLFAX. 
desire to present, and if it be necessary, I will 
move to suspend the rules. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair supposes that as 


I now call for the 


the regular order of business is called for,an hour | 
must be occupied in the call of the States for bills 


and resolutions. 


Mr. COLFAX. Thatapplies to the hourcom- 


mencing at twelve o’clock, which has already | 


expired. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will direct the 
rule to be read 

The Clerk read the 130th rule, as follows: 


“ Allthe Statesand Territories shall be called for bills on | 


leave and resclutions on each alternate Monday during each 
Session of Congress 3 
on said days, all resolutions which shall give rise to debate 
shall lie over for discussion, under the rules of the House 
already established; and the whole of said days shall be 
appropriated to bills on leave and resolutions, until all the 
States and Territories are called through. Aud the Speaker 
shall first call the States and Territories for bills on leave ; 
and all bills so introduced during the first hour after the 
Journal is read shall be referred, without debate, to their 





appropriate committees: 


I rise toa question | 


I have a resolution which I | 


and, if necessary to secure the object | 
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Provided, however, That a billso 
introduced and referred shal! not be brought back into the 
House upon a motion to reconsider.” 

The SPEAKER. Therule applies to the hour 
after reading the Journal; and as there was no 
Journal to read this morning, the Chair will de- 
cide that the motion of the gentleman from Indiana, 
to suspend the rules, is in order. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I have no desire 
to press my demand. My only object in calling 
for the regular order of business was to give us 
all an opportunity to introduce our propositions. 

No objection being made, 

Mr. COLFAX then introduced the following 
resolution: 

Whereas Colonel Michael Coreoran, who was taken pris 


oner on the battle-field of Manassas, has, after suffering 
other indignities, been confined by the rebel authorities in 
the cell of a convicted felon: Therefore, 


Reso/ved, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to similarly confine James M. Mason, late of Vir- 
ginia, now in custody at Fort Warren, until Colonel Cor 
| coran shall be treated as all the prisoners of war, taken by 
| the United States on the battle-field, have been treated. 


Mr. COLFAX demanded the previous question 
on the adoption of the resolution. 
| The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. COLFAX moved to reconsider the vote 
| by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


CALL OF STATES. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
regular order of business. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will call the States 
| for the introduction of bills on leave, and resolu- 
tions. 
| 
| CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 
| Mr. ELIOT presented the following joint res- 


olution; which was read a first and second time: 


| Resolved ly the Senate and llouse of R »presentatives of 
| the United States of America in Congress assembled, 1. 
| 'T'batin behalfotthe people ot these States, we do again sol 


emnly declare thatthe war in which we are engaged against 
the insurgent bodies now in arms against the Government 
| has for its object the suppression of such rebellion and the 
reéstablishment of the righttul authority of the national 
| Constitution and laws over the entire extent of our com 
mon country: 2. That while we disclaim all power under 
the Constitution to interfere by ordinary legislation with 
| the institutious of the several States, yet the war now ex 
isting must be conducted according to the ordinary usages 
| and rights of military service, and that during iis continu 
| ance the recognized authority of the maxim that the safety 
| 
| 
| 
' 
| 


of the State is the highest law, subordinates rights of prop 

erty and dominates over civilrelations: 3. 'Thattheretore 

we do hereby declare that, in our judgment, the President 

of the United States, as the commander-in-chief of our 
|} Army, and the officers in command under him, have the 
right to emancipate all persons held as slaves in any mili 
tary district in a state of insurrection against the national 
Government, and that we respectiully advise that such or 
der ofemancipation be issued whenever the same willavail 
te weaken the power of the rebels in arms, or to strengthen 
the military power of the loyal forces. 


Mr. VALLANDIGIIAM. 
bate that resolution. 

Mr. ELIOT. I demand the previous question 
upon its passage. 
Mr. DUNN. 

the table. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 


} 


l propose to de- 


I move to lay the resolution on 


I am willing to 


|| upon the resolution by yeas and nays. 
Mr. RICHARDSON. 
der. 
is difficult to know what has been done with the 
resolution of the gentleman from Massachusetts. 
Do I understand it has been received ? 
The SPEAKER. It has been received under 
the call of the States for bills and resolutions. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. What was the 
motion of the gentleman from Indiana? 
Mr. DUNN. I moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 
|| Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I demand the yeas 
|| and nays on that motion. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. ! desire to say only one word. 
The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 
| the negative—yeas 56, nays 70; as follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, 
Francis P. Blair, Jacob B. Biair, Burnham, Calvert, Camp 
bell, Cobb, Conway, Corning. Cox, Cravens, Delano, Dun 
lap, Dunn, Fouke, Haight, Harding, Harrison, Holman, 


Horton, William Kellogg, Law, Lazear, Leary, Leliman, 
McPherson, Maynard, May, Menzies, Morris, Noble, 





+ Frederick 


burne, Wheeler, Wilson, and Worcester— 


I now call for the | 


withdraw my objection, if we can have a vote 


I rise to a point of or- | 
There has been so much confusion that it | 


5 


Noell, Norton, Odell, Pendleton, Perry, Alexander I 
Richardson, Robinson, Sheffield, Shiel, Smith, John B. 
Steele, William G. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Train, 
Trimble, Upton, Vallandigham, Verree, Ward, Chilton A 
Whité, and Woodrufl—6, 

NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Bab 
bitt, Goldsmith F. Bailey, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bing- 
ham, Samuel 8S. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Clark, Colfax, 
A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling. Davis, Dawes, 
Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Fessenden, Franehot, 
Frank, Goodwin, Granger, Gurley, Hickman, Hooper, 
Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mc 
Kean, Mitchell, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Pat 
ton, I’. G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Porter, Potter, John HH. 
Rice, Riddle, Edward H. Roliins, Sargeant, Sedgwick, 
Shanks, Shellabarger, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, 
Trowbridge, Van Horn, Van Valkenburgh, Van Wyek, 
Wall, Wallace, Charlies W. Walton, E.P. Walton, Wash 


70 


Ric 


So the resolution was not laid upon the tabl 

During the call of the roll— 

Mr. CONWAY asked leave to explain his vote. 

Objection was made. 

Mr. CONWAY voted in the affirmative—to lay 
upon the table. 

The vote was then 
corded. 

The question recurred on seconding the demand 
for the previous question, 

Mr. WASHBURNE. What will be the condi- 
tion of the resolution if the call for the previous 
question be not seconded ? 

The SPEAKER. It will then go over. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Must I demanda 
division of the resolution at this time? 

The SPEA KER. Thatcan be done under the 
new rules, at any time before the vote is taken on 
the resolution. — 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I ask the gentle- 
man to withdraw the call for the previous ques- 
tion, in order to permit me to move an amend 
ment. 

Mr. COX. 
kind. 

The SPEAKER. It is in order to withd 
call for the previous question, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I willstate what 

it is that | propose to do. 

The SPEAKER. 
lution over, 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I only desire to 
state my amendment. [| propose to amend the 
third clause of the resolution by inserting about 
three words. The resolution, as it now reads, 
applies the language to persons held as slaves in 
military districts by all persons whatsoever. The 
purpose of my amendmentis to confine it to slaves 
held by disloyal citizens. I move to insert the 
words I have indicated. 

Mr. VA LLANDIGHAM. I rise toa point of 
order. The amendment is in the nature of debate, 
and therefore the resolution must go over. 

The SPEAKER. An amendment tothe reso- 
lution is in order; but any explanation in the 
nature of debate will carry the resolution over. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. I think the 
resolution has already gone over. 

Mr. ELIOT. I withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question to accept the amendment, as a 
modification of the resolution, and then renew 
the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. There is already 
an act passed at the extra session on that subject, 
and almost in the same language. 

Mr. STEVENS. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Massachusetts to let the resolution go over, 
and be made the special order for some future 


announced as above re- 


I object to any arrangement of that 


“aw 
the 


Debate will carry the reso- 


| day. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
be done. 

Mr. STEVENS. The resolution ought to be 
open for consideration and for amendment. Iam 
in favor of the main features of this proposition; 
but I cannot vote for it as it now stands. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts will withdraw his demand 
for the previous question, and move to postpone 
the consideration of the subject till some future 
day. 

Mr. ELIOT. I am prepared to vote upon the 
resolution as it now stands. Itgeeems to me that 
itisright. But, sir, lam called upon by various 
gentlemen to yicid the floor in order that its further 
consideration may be postponed. I withdraw the 


I hope that will 


demand for the previous question for that pur- 
pose. 
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Mr. STEVENS. I move that the further con- 
sideration of the resolution be postponed until 
Tuesday of next week at one o’clock; and on that 
motion | demand the previous question. 

The cal} for theprevious question was seconded, 


and the main question ordered; and under the | 


operation thereof the motion was agreed to. 


Mr. CAMPBELL. 


I offer the following res- | 


olution,and move thatits further consideration be | 


postponed until the same time as the resolution of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, [Mr. Exisot:} 

Resolved, That in legislating to meet the exigencies of 
the present rebellion, Congress should confiscate the prop 
erty, slaves included, of all rebels, and protect the property 
and rights, under the Constitution and laws, of all loyal 
citizens. 


The resolution was received, and its further 
consideration postponed as indicated. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
same subject, which I offer, and ask that it be 
postponed till Tuesday of next weck. 

The resolution was read, as follows: 


Whereas slavery has caused the present rebellion in 
the United States; and whereas there can be no solid and 
permanent peace and union in this Republic so long as 
that institution exists within it; and whereas slaves are 
now used by the rebels as an essential means of support 
ing and protracting the war; and whereas by the law of 
nations it is right to liberate the slaves of an enemy to 
weaken his power: Therefore, 

Be it resolved hy the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the President be requested to declare tree, and to directall 
of our gencrals and officers in command to order freedom 
to all slaves who shall leave their masters, or who shall aid 
in quelling this rebellion. 

Sec. 2. .4nd be it further resolved, That the United States 
pledge the faith of the Union to make full and fair compen- 
sation to all Joyal citizens who are and shall remain active 
in supporting the Union for all the joss they may sustain 
by virtue of this act. 


I have a resolution on the | 


The resolution was received, and its further 


consideration postponed until ‘Tuesday of next 
week. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
sitions on the subject of the confiscation of rebel 
property which have been offered this morning 
be ordered to be printed. 


The question was taken, and the motion was | 


agre ed to. 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 

Mr. FENTON. Mr. Speaker, the committee 
appointed on the part of the House, together with 
a similar committee appointed on the part of the 
Senate to wait upon the Presidentand inform him 
that Congress was reassembled and ready to pro- 
ceed with the business of the session, have dis- 
charged that duty, and the President has requested 
them to state that he will communicate with the 
two Houses to-morrow, at twelve o’clock, m. 

PORTS OF ENTRY. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask leave to introduce a 
bill to repeal certain laws creating ports of entry; 
and to move that it be referred to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. STEVENS. One of these bills was re- 
ferred to that committee last session and smoth- 
ered there. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I object to the bill. 

The SPEAKER. Did the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania give notice of the bill? 

Mr. STEVENS. Not until to-day. 

The SPEAKER. Objection being made, it 
cannot be received, 


_Mr. WASHBURNE. Ido not object to the 
bill. I only object to the reference of the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union. 
DIRECT MILITARY ROAD TO WASHINGTON. 
Mr. McPHERSON. 
resolution: 


Whereas the want of more complete railroad facilities 
northward of Washington is keenly felt: Therefore, 


Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Military Affairs be re- | 


quested to inquire into the expediency of constructing an 
air-line railroad from Washington city, via Gettysburg, to 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move to strike out 
the words “ via Gettysburg to Harrisburg;”’ and 
demand the ee question. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The word “ mili- 


The call is for bills and res- | 
olutions of which previous notice has been given. | 


I object; unless it be | 





tary’’ ought to be inserted before the word ‘‘rail- | 


road.’”’ 


I move thatall of the propo- | 


Mr. McPHERSON. I appeal to the gentleman 
from Illinois to withdraw his demand for the pre- 
vious question. ; 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I am in favor of getting 
rid of the avaricious railroad corporations be- 
tween this city and New York. 

Mr. McPHERSON. 1 hope the gentleman 
will withdraw his demand for the previous ques- 
tion. I only desire to say one word. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. 1 will; if the gentleman | 


|| to fill the vacancies in the Board of Regents of the Smith- 


will renew it. 

Mr. McPHERSON. I will. I accept the 
amendment of the gentleman from Ohio, to insert 
the word * military’’as a modification of my res- 
olution. I hope the resolution will be passed with- 
out striking out the words ‘ via Gettysburg to 
Harrisburg.’’ If there are counter propositions, 
let them be separately considered. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. My only desire is to get 
an air line to New York. 

Mr. McPHERSON. As I have promised, I 
renew the call for the previous question. 

Mr. HICKMAN. I move that the resolution 
be laid upon the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


DISASTER AT BALL’S BLUFF. 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING, by unanimous 
consent, introduced the following resolution; 
which was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested, if not 
incompatible with the public service, to report to this House, 
whether any, and if any, what measures have been taken 
to ascertain who is responsible for the disastrous movement 
of our troops at Ball’s Bluff. 

INCARCERATION OF EX-SENATOR SLIDELL. 


Mr. ODELL, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced the following resolution; which was read, 
considered, and agreed to: 


Whereas Colonel Alfred M. Wood, of the fourteenth | 


regiment of New York State militia, who was wounded and 
taken prisoner at the battle of Bull Run, has now, by rebel 
authorities, been ordered to confinement in a felon’s prison, 
and, by the same order, is to be treated as a prisoner con- 


victed of infamous crimes: Therefore, 


I offer the following”)! 


spectfully requested to order John Slidell to the same char- 
acter of prison, and to the same treatment, until Colonel 
Wood shall be treated as the United States have treated all 
prisoners taken in battle. 

And then, on motion of Mr. WASHBURNE, 
the House (at two o’clock, p. m.) adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, December 3, 1861. 
Prayer by Rev. Mason Noste, D. D. 


Hon. Daviw Witmor, of Pennsylvania, and | 


Hon. James A. Pearce, of Maryland, appeared 


| in their seats to-day. 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
THANKS TO CAPTAIN DDPONT. 


Mr. GRIMES. I ask leave to introduce a joint 
resolution, of which no previous notice has been 
given. 


} 


| 
| 


There being no objection, the joint resolution | 


(S. No. 17) of thanks tendered to Captain Sam- 


uel F, Dupont and others, by Congress, was read || 


a first and second time by its title. It is as fol- 


lows: 


Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
the thanks of Congress be, and they are hereby, tendered to 
Captain Samuel F. Dupont, and through him to the officers, 
petty officers, seamen, and marines attached to the squad- 
ron under his command, for the decisive and splendid vic- 
tory achieved at Port Royal, on the 7th day of November 
last. 


Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President,I do not doubt 


| that every member of this body is prepared im- 
| mediately to vote for the adoption of this resolu- 


tion, but I presume the safest way would be to 


refer all such propositions to an appropriate com- | 


mittee, and therefore, I move that it be referred 


|| to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. I believe the committees 
are not yet formed. It had better lie upon the 
table until the committees are constituted. 

Mr. SUMNER. It ought to lie on the table 
for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. It will lie on the 


table until the committees are formed. 
NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. FOSTER. I give notice that to-morrow 
or some subsequent day, I shall ask leave to in- 


i 


December 3, 


| troduce a bill supplementary to the act entitled 


**An act to authorize protection to be given to 


| citizens of the United States who may discover 


deposits of guano,’’ approved August 18, 1856. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 
r. submitted the following resolution; 
Mr. FOOT submitted the foll g l . 


which was considered by unanimous consent, 
and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Vice President appoint two members 


sonian Institution, occasioned by the death of Hon. Ste- 
phen A. Douglas, late a Senator from the State of Illinois, 


| and the withdrawal and expulsion of Hon. James M. Ma- 
| son, late a Senator from the State of Virginia. 


THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. Joun G. Niconay, the Secretary of the 


| President of the United States, appeared below 


the bar and said: 

Mr. Presipent: I am directed by the President of the 
United States to deliver to the Senate a message in writing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT laid the message 
before the Senate, and it was read by the Secre- 
tary, Mr. Joun W. Forney. [It will be pub- 
lished in the Appendix.] 

Mr. HALE. I offer the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the usual number of the message and 
documents be printed for the use of the Senate. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, December 3, 1861. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srockron. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Messrs. Danie. W. Goocn, Jacos P. Cuam- 


| BERLIN, Jonn T. Nixon, Joun N.L. Srrarron, 
Henprick B. Wricut, Joun Covope, Joun W. 





|| ™ - , , / . ny . >ar > ~ in 
Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- || CrisFieLtp, Epwin H. Wessrter, Henry Gri 


per, and Wiittiam H. Wapsworrn appeared in 
their seats to-day. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 
A message in writing was received from the 


| President of the United States by Mr. Hay, his 


Private Secretary. 
VOTE RECORDED. 
Mr. WICKLIFFE. I was necessarily absent 


yesterday upon the committee to wait upon the 
President when the vote was taken upon laying 
upon the table certain resolutions relating to the 
forfeiture of slave rebel property in the country. 
In order that my vote upon that subject, asa Rep- 
resentative from Kentucky, may be entered upon 
the Journal, and that my constituents may know 
how I would have voted, I ask unanimous con- 
sent of the House to permit my name to be en- 
tered upon the Journal. 

No objection being made, Mr. Wickuirre an- 
nounced that his vote was in the affirmative, to 
lay the resolutions upon the table, and it was so 
entered upon the Journal. 

The SPEAKER announced that the first busi- 
ness in order was the call of committees for reports. 


CLAIM TO A SEAT. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I rise to a question of priv- 
ilege. I have in my hands the credentials of An- 
prRew J. CLemens, as a Representative in this 


House from the fourth congressional district of 


Tennessee. I ask permission to state the fact, 
briefly as I may, in connection with the applica- 
tion, and in doing so I will take occasion to cor- 
rect an error which I see in the report in the morn- 
ing papers of the remarks which fell from the 
chairman of the Committee of Elections [Mr. 
Dawes] yesterday, which I understood him to 
correct—and I am very much mistaken if he did 
not himself correct it. I have not seen the report 
of the Globe. He is reported to have said that 
the election which occurred in Tennessee on the 
ist of August last was before any steps had been 
taken by that State towards seceding. That is 
not the case. Steps had been taken looking to 


secession directly after the fall of Fort Sumter. 

[ will not occupy the time of the House with 
detailing what I suppose is pretty generally known 
|| to those who have studied the history of those 
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transactions, the steps successively taken, nor the | to suggest to the House, that in addition to the 
order in which they were taken, nor the dates of | only question which can originate in this case, as 
time when they were taken. Suffice it to say the || | have stated, this further fact should be con- 
consummating act was a submission to the voters || sidered: that of course Dr. CLemens cannot pro- 


of the State, on the day of the August election, 
whether they would attach themselves to the self- 
styled southern confederacy by the formula of 
voting **for’’ or “against the permanent constitu- 
tion’? of the southern confederacy. In the three 
districts composing what is called in that State 
East Tennessee, candidates were presented for 
the confederate congress and also for the Congress 
of the United States. The question was submitted 
directly, through the announcement of the candi- 
dates in the usual form, during the canvass and 
at the polls, whether the people would be repre- 
sented at Richmond or at Washington. Those | 
three districts voted, by large majorities, to be 
represented in the Congress of the United States, 
under the flag of which they were born and hoped 
to die. They also voted, by similarly large 
majorities, against attaching themselves to the 
southern confederacy, and voted ‘‘ against the 
permanent constitution’’ of that body. The two 
gentlemen who were elected from the first and 
third districts of East Tennessee, left their homes 
to attend the last session of Congress. What 
befell them by the way is generally known, I pre- || 
sume, to members of the House. In the fourth 
district, which Mr. CLemens claims to represent, 
I am informed that there were three candidates 
put forward for the confederate congress, and | 
that he—nominated and supported as a candidate 
for the Congress of the United States—received 
more votes in the district than either one of the 
other three gentlemen. Heclaimsto be lawfully 
elected. [ hardly need add that the election was 
held on the day and at the time fixed by the con- | 
stitution and laws of the State of Tennessee, as 
they have existed for many years past. Having 
examined the facts of the case, of which I had 
not previous satisfactory knowledge, I have no 
doubt that he is entitled to represent that constit- 
uency, and move that he be now admitted to a 
seal accordingly. 

Mr. DAWES. I would like to inquire of the 
gentleman from Tennessee, if this election took 
place on the same day of his own election ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. The same day. 

Mr. DAWES. Has the gentleman the means 
of informing the House of the number of votes 
polled upon that occasion in the fourth district ? 

Mr. MAYNARD. [have not. It is properthat 
I should state that the proofs which this gentle- 
man is able to bring are to some extent informal 
in their character—necessarily so, growing out of 
the disturbed condition of that partof the country. 
The district lies wholly in Middle Tennessee, and 
not in East Tennessee. 

Mr. DAWES. Itseems to me that no injustice 
can be done by referring the papers to the Com- 
mittee of Elections. I hope the committee may 
be able to make a speedy report upon these cases. 
It seems to me that the gentlemen coming here, 
under the peculiar circumstances, as those gentle- 
men must necessarily do who come from those 
districts, can hardly think it a hardship imposed 
upon them, if their credentials, in the first in- 
stance, are referred to that committee. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I am instructed by Mr. 
Ciemens, if any member of the House prefers | 
that the papers should be so referred, and the 
motion is made, not to object to it. 

Mr. DAWES. I do not rise to make the 
motion. I suggest to my friend from Tennessee, 
whether he had not better himself make the motion. 
I do not desire to make it myself. 

Mr. GRIDER. There is but one question in- 
volved in this application for a seat; and that is, 
whether, in the present attitude of affairs in Ten- 
nessee, the Union people of Tennessee could elect 
a Representative to this Hall and to this Govern- 
ment, under the original constitution of the State 
of Tennessee and under the laws of Tennessee as 
they originally stood upon the day originally 
fixed for the election. All that, as I understand, 
has been literally conformed to in the election of 
Dr. Cuemens. He lived across the lines not far 
from my district, in Kentucky. I have some ac- 
quaintance with him. He is one of the gentle- 
men from Tennessee who had to come over to 
Kentucky to seek protection. I mingled with the 
troops upon that line, and with his neighbors and 
friends who voted for him. It is hardly necessary | 


eure the certificate of the Governor, or of the 
agencies which might, according to the laws of 
Tennessee, certify to the regularity of his election 
to this House. Other than that, I apprehend that 
he is entitled to his seat. I am sure he isa gen- 
tleman of consideration; and that perhaps it would 
be more agreeable to him to be sworn in at once. 
But if it is the rale of the House that the papers 
should be referred to a committee, of course he 
will very cordially submit to any investigation 
the House may desire, or which the committee 


| may deem proper to make in his case. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. Ihave been unable to hear 
anything of this discussion, and if it is in order, 
I will move to refer the papers to the Committee 
of Elections. 

Mr. MAYNARD. 
resisted if it is made. 

The question was put; and the motion was 


The motion will not be 


| agreed to. 


So the papers were referred to the Committee 
of Elections. 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. I now ask that the Presi- 


|| dent’s message be taken up and read. 


ts 5 : . t 

No objection being made, the message was 
read, [It will be published in the Appendix.] 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move that the mes- 


| sage and the accompanying documents be referred 


to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed. 

The motion was agreed to. 

PRINTING OF EXTRA COPIES. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I move that fifty thou- 
sand extra copies be printed for the use of the 
House of Representatives. 

The motion was referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. COLFAX. I offer a resolution for the 
printing of extra copies of the diplomatic corre- 
spondence accompanying the message, for which 
the public is looking with much anxiety. 

The resolution was read, as follows, and re- 
ferred, under the law, to the Committee on Print- 
ing: 

Resolved, That twenty-five thousand extra copies of the 
diplomatic correspondence from the State Department, ac 


| companying the President’s message, be printed for the use 
| of the House. 


Mr. MAYNARD. Itis usual to have a copy 
of the message and documents bound in pamphlet 
form for each member. I move that that be also 
done. 

The SPEAKER. That motion has been re- 


| ceived and referred to the Committee on Printing. 


Mr. MAYNARD. I did not understand the 


motion of the gentleman from Illinois to go to 


that extent. My motion is for the printing of 


one copy of the message and accompanying doc- 
uments, to be bound in pamphlet form for each 
member. 

The motion was received and referred to the 
Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER then proceeded, as the regular 
order of business, to call the committees for 
reports. 

Mr. VANDEVER (at twenty minutes after 
one o’clock, p.m.) moved that the House do now 
adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

CONFISCATION BILL. 

Mr. BINGHAM. In pursuance of notice given 
yesterday, I desire to introduce a bill in relation 
to the subject which has been postponed until 
Tuesday next. It isa bill to forfeit the property 
and slaves of persons who shall engage in or aid 


| and abet rebellion against the United States. 


There being no objection, the bill received its 
first and second readings, and its consideration 
was postponed until this day week. 

EXPULSION OF A MEMBER. 

Mr. DUNN. I[risetoa question of privilege. 
I offer the following resolution: 

Whereas, Henry C. Burnett, a member of this House 


from the State of Kentucky, is in open rebellion against the | 


Government of the United States: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Burnetr be, and he is hereby, 
expelled from this House, and that the Governor of the 
State of Kentucky be notified of his expulsion 


'| still in the active discharge of his duties as presi- 
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Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House be 
directed not to pay to said BURNETT his salary accruing since 
the close of the extra session of this Congress. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair entertains the 
resolutions as a question of privilege. 

Mr. WICKLIFFE. Mr. Speaker, I intended 
at the proper time to have submitted some such 
proposition with an obituary notice of my late 
colleague. [Laughter.] Heis, sir, notin armed 
rebellion; he heads a provisional government of 
Kentuck y—a revolutionary convention. Not sat- 
isfied with the action of the Congress of the United 
States and its efforts to maintain the Union, or 
with the course which the Legislature and people 
of his own State have adopted, he has assumed 
the important duty of organizing a government 
for the better protection of the lives, lhberty, and 
property of the people of Kentucky; and in this 
undertaking he has the military codperation of a 
man by the name of Simon Buckner, who is not 
only assimilated in name, but in practice is much 
more wicked than Simon Getty was when he 
headed the Indians to conquer Kentucky on its 
frst settlement. : 

I do not know that this resolution will dethrone 
him from his position as president ef that con- 
vention, nor do I desire to trespass upon the 
House with a speech in answer to the complaints 
which that convention has made of the treatment 
of citizens of Kentucky. Three times, sir, has 
that gallant State declared by overwhelming ma- 
jorities that she will not leave the United States 
in pursuit of strange gods, or connect herse!f with 
this so-called southern republic; and in viola- 
tion of that declaration, thus three times made— 


| more than two thirds of the representatives of the 


people assembled in their Legislature, defining 
and declaring their position—we have been libeled 
by that convention, who declare that the Union 
party of Kentucky has disregarded the personal, 
civil, and political rights of the people of Ken- 
tucky, and that this relief, kindly sent to us, is 


to protect those rivhts. Ah, Sir, we wert de- 


ceived. We were told by the executive of the 
so-called southern confederacy that he intended 
to respect the position which Kentucky had 
assumed for herself, and which has not been un- 
derstood generally throughout the United States, 
The Union men of Kentucky never did deny the 
authority and right of the Federal Government to 
occupy any portion of her soil for military pur- 
poses. They only requested it might not be 
done. All the obligations which the Constitu- 
tion imposes upon her as a State, in her sover- 
eign capacity, in her Legislature, and by her 
| representatives in convention, she acknowledged 
and expressed her readiness to fulfill. It was 
only through a proclamation issued by the Exec- 
utive of that State that her position was misun- 
derstood, and that proclamation was denounced 
| by the Legislature. 
Sir, a diplomatic corps was organized by the 
| Executive of Kentucky; two messengers of peace 
were sent to the President of the United States, 
and one to the president of the so-called southern 
confederacy, to know what they intended to do 
with Kentucky. The one said that he intended 
to obey the laws and Constitution of the United 
| States, in accordance with what he believed to be 
the will of a majority of the people of Kentucky; 
| the other said that he intended to regard and re- 
spect this neutrality as it was understood by the 
secession party of Kentucky. I believe their neu- 
trality, in practice, was a refusal to do anything 
to support the Union, while they aided and as- 
sisted by sending men and means and subsistence 
to the southern confederacy. While, however, 
the president of the southern confede racy prom 
| ised this, he did not tell the people of Kentucky 
of an organized plan which had been formed to 
invade that State simultaneously at three | 
which were undefended and unprotect d; he did 
not tell us that he had upon the statute-book a law 
passed in secret session providing money and men, 
not to sustain Kentucky against oppression, but 
to conquer her and carry her into the southern 
confederacy against the will of a majority of two 
thirds of the whole State. Now, sir, we in Ken- 
tuckyare placed in this situation: about one fourth 
| of our State is under the government of a provis- 
ional governor—George W. Johnson, I believe, 
his name is—who has been sent to see the gov- 
| ernment at Richmond; and president Burnett is 
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dent of a convention got up by and composed of 
roung and reckless and desperate men, who have 
f en assembled in arms under this man Buckner. 
h I live purports to be repre- 
sented in that convention by delegates sent there 
to expres nd carry abroad this idea, that the 
Union men of Kentucky and the Union Legisla- 
ture, by theiracts and laws, have been oppressive, 
depriving men of their rights, their property, and 
their liberty. 


Now, sir, as this resolution does 


The county in whi 


not propose 
to depose my late colleague from thé duties of that 
high station, | thought it necé Sary to tell this 
Hlouse and the nation how he came to be thus in- 
augurated. ‘The men composing this convention 
were in armed rebellion; soldiers were picked up 
at Russelville and at wvdpian Green pretending 
to repre ent counties thata e loys il and true to this 
Government, and di claring that their homes and 
their safety were endangs red by the oppressive 
acts of the Legislature. They have appointed a 
new Governor; they thought they had one that 
would do very wi li, but he had sense enough to 
stay at home end administer the 
way he could with th id the Le 
nished him. 


laws in the best 
rislature had fur- 


amused,and atthe 
same time distressed, at finding men, when this in- 
i” from their homes 


ee | have been very much 


} 


eed a iken place, runnit 


for fear of being seized and imprisoned. I have 
lately seen it stated th a judge of the Federal 
courtinthatState had fle dfrom oppression, Why, 
sir, there was no more intention of imprisoning 


that man than there was of a woman in labor in 
Kentuc] y. There was some intention of asking 
the Senate to dispose of him this session for in- 
competency or malfeasance in office, but none of 
impris oninghim. The Legi 
its last 





slature proclaimed at 

spirit of magnanimity and 
gencrosity, to all who had taken up the opinion 
that it was the duty of Kentucky to make war 
upon these United States, thatifthey would aban- 
don their oppos — and unite with the States by- 


On, ln Aa 


gones should be bygones, and peace and harmony 
would reign. M ny sound and safe men have 


thus acted, and we are there now upon the eve of 
a great contest which will perhaps settle this re- 
bellion, and by the blessin 


of God and by the 
aid of the stout hearts ai 


darms of oursister States 
in t Mississippi, | predict that 
the hostile foot of a rebel will not be found upon 
the soil of Ki ntucl ky by the 25th day of Decem- 
ber next. | Ap ‘ 

The question on s taken on the res: 
they were agreed to. 


ie valley of th 


} 
i 
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} 
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wuse In the galleries. ] 
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lutions, and 


CONDUCT OF THE WAR. 

Mr. SHELLABARGER, by unanimous con- 
sent, introduced resolutions relative to the princi- 
ple on which the war should be conducted; which 
were postponed until Tuesday next, and ordered 
to be printed. , 


PENNSYLVANIA CONTESTED ELECTION. 
Mr. STRATTON. I rise to a privileged ques- | 


tion touching the right of a member to a seat in 
this House. I submit the following resolution: 

Whereas in the contested election case of John Kline, 
contestant, against Hon. Joun P. Verres, sitting member 
from the third district of Pennsylvania, nearly the whole 
time allowed by law for taking testimony was consumed by 
the contestant, as appears by the record, by reason whereof 
the sitting member had not suflicient time to take such 
rebutting testimony as he desired to take: Therefore, 

Resolved, That twenty days from the date hereof be al- 
lowed the sitting member to take such rebutting testimony 
as he may desire ; that such testimony be taken before the 
recorder of the city of Philadelphia, and that said sitting 
member give ten days’ notice to the contestant of the times 
and places of taking such testimony, and the names of the 
witnesses to be examined. 

I will merely state the facts connected with this 
case. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I wish to ask the 
gentleman from New Jersey one question. 

Mr. STRATTON. I cannot yield the floor. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [I desire only to 
ask whether this is a case from the Committee of 
Elections? 

Mr. STRATTON. It is not. 

ry’ ‘ nl a 

The SPEAKER. The case presented by the | 

| 

gentleman from New Jersey is one of privilege; | 
and the gentleman from New Jersey is entitled to | 
the floor. 

Mr. STRATTON. Under the law of 1851, 
within thirty days after the result of an election 
has been declared by the proper authorities, the 


person de: siring to contest the seat of a returned | 
member must give his notice. The answer must 
then be served within thirty days, and the testi- | 
mony closed within sixty days after the answer | 
has been served. 

In this case the contestant gave the notice on | 
the 9th of November, very soon after the result | 
of the election had been declared. The answer 
was 8 ees on the 28th of November, so that the 
time within which the testimony must be taken 
é ie ‘d on the 28th of January. On the 27th of 
December Kline gave notice that he would pro- 
ceed to take testimony on the 8thof January. He 
commenced on the 8th, and continued up to the 
very oat day of the period allowed by law for 
taking testimony. Under the law of 1851, by 
virtue o f which these proceedings took place, the 
sitting member had no right to give notice of 
taking testimony at times and places other than 
those named by the contestant until such testi- 
mony had been closed, and the sitting member 
was left only parts of three days—from the 25th 
to he 28th of Janus ary—in which he could take 
testimony. Here the proceedings closed, the sit- 
ting member giving notice of his intention to ask 
for leave to take further testimony. He now | 
prays that reasonable time may be granted him 
for taking rebutting testi mony. 
requires him to give ten days’ notice of the times 
and places of taking such testimony, with the 
names of the witnesses. I think the proposition 
is just and reasonable, and I demand the previous 
que sluon on its adoption. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I trust the gentle- 
man will not insist on his demand for the previous 
question. 

Mr. STRATTON. 
mand. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to know 
why the Committee of Elections have not reported 
upon this case in accordance with the usages of 
the Hlouse? 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order pend- 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. Well, sir, I cal! 
attention to the fact that the Committee of Elec- 
tions has failed to report upon this proposition. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Isit notin order now to refer 
the resolution to the Committee of Elections? 

The SPEAKER. Such a motion would not be 
in order pending the demand for the previous | 
question. 

Mr. WRIGHT. I appeal to the gentleman 
from New Jersey to allow his resolution to go to 
that committee. ' 

Mr. STRATTON. 
of the House upon it. 

The previous question was seconded; and the 
main question was ordered to be put. 

The resolution was adopted. 


I must insist upon the de- 


I prefer to have the action 


\ 


_December 4, 


| sentiment expressed by the President, in his annual mes- 
sage, “that the Union must be preserved, and hence alj 
indispensable means must be employed,” and believing 
that kind and fraternal feeling between the pe ople of all the 
States is indispensable to the maintenance of a happy an . 
prosperous Union, and being willing to manifest such fe; 
ing on their part, to the end that peace may be restored to 
a distracted country, and the Union and Constitution be 
preserved and maintained, and inviting the codperation of 
the people of the aforesaid States in the accomplishment of 
objects so beneficial to each and all, do resolve as follows : 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives of 


| the United Stutes of America in Congress assembled, Thi at 


Millard Fillmore, Franklin Pierce, Roger B. ‘Taney, Ed 
ward Everett, George M. Dallas, Thomas Ewing, Horace 
Binney, Reverdy Johnson, John J. Crittenden, George E. 
Pugh, and Richard W. Thompson be, and they are hereby, 


| appointed commissioners on the part of Congress, to con 





Mr. STRATTON moved to reconsider the vote || 


by which the resolution was adopted; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 
And then, on motion of Mr. COX, (at twenty 
minutes before two o’clock, p. m,,) the House 
adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
W epnespay, December 4, 1861. 

Prayer by Rev. Mason Nosie, D. D. 

Hon. Anrnony Kennepy, of Maryland, and 
Hon. Joun Suerman, of Ohio, appeared in their | 
seats to-day. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 
PROPOSED PEACE CONFERENCE. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I ask leave to introduce | 
a joint resolution, of which no previous notice has 
been given. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears | 
no objection. The resolution will have its first | 
reading. 

The joint resolution (S. No. 19) proposing a | 

conference for the settleme nt of the existing na- 
tional difficulties was read, as follows: 


Whereas the people of the States of Virginia, North Car- 
Olina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Texas, Arkansas, and Tennessee, are in 
revolt against the constitutional Government and authority 
of the United States, and have assumed to secede from the 
Federal Union and to form an independent government 
under the name of the Confederate States of America ; and 
whereas the Congress of the United States, approving the || 





i 


fer with a like number of commissioners, to be appointed 
by the States aforesaid, for the preservation of the Union 
and the maintenance of the Constitution, and that they re 
port the result of their said conference to Congress for 
approval or rejection. 

Resolved, That upon the appointment of commissioners, 
as hereby invited, by said States, and upon the meeting of 
the joint commission for the purpose of conference as afors 


| said, active hostilities shall Cease, and be suspended, and 


shall not be renewed unless said commission shall be un 
able to agree, or in case of an agreement by them, said 
agreement shall be rejected either by Congress or by the 
aforesaid States. 


Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I object to 


| the reception of that paper. 
The resolution || 


Mr.SAULSBURY. It has been received. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s ob- 


jection, it occurs to the Chair, is not in season, 


‘The question was distinctly stated to the Senate, 


and there was no objection to its rec eption. 

Mr. HALE. [appeal to my friend from Mas- 
sachusetts to withdraw his objec tion; and I would 
suggest another name that I think ought to be 
added to the list. It isa most excellent list as far 
as it goes, but it occurs to me that we should add 
James Buchanan, {[Laughter.] It would be more 
likely to bring about a desirable result than it 
would if he were left out; and I hope the Senator 
from Delaware will accept my suggestion. 

Mr. SAULSBURY. I have no objection to 
thet. All Lask is that the resolution lie on the 
tabie for the present. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will lie on the table for the present, if there be no 
objection. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I desire to say a word, 
not so much in relation to this resolution as to our 
practice generally. A paper comes to the table, 
and no question is raised about its being receive “di, 
for no man can tell whether we ought to receive 
it or not until he has heard it read; it therefore 
seems to me that it is read the first time only as 
a matter of information. Then, when it has been 
read, is the time to object to its reception. It can- 
not be objected to before it is heard; hence I con- 
sider that now, and in all time to ¢ ome, if a paper 
which just comes to the table is read, itis read for 
information first, and that it is then open to ob- 
jection as to its being received. I think that is 
the only practicable mode of getting along. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Ithink Sir, the objection made 
by the Senator from Vermont is in accordance 
with the usage and practice of the Senate. A 
paper is first read for information; and after that, 
if any Senator objects to its reception, it is entirely 
in order to take the sense of the Senate upon it. 

Mr. COLLAMER. That is my impression; 
and therefore I consider the objection of the Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts as well taken, and timely 
taken. 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is in time, no doubt. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The joint resolu- 
tion lies on the table. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 


Mr. WILSON gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce a bill to punish officers and 
soldiers of the Army of the United States for ar- 
resting, detaining, or delivering persons claimed 

as fugitives to any person. 


THE SUPREME COURT. 


Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency and propriety of 
abolishing the present Supreme Court of the United States, 
and establishing instead thereof another Supreme Court, in 
pursuance of the provisions of the Constitution, which, in 
the opinion of Congress, will meet the requirements of the 
Constitution. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
| from New Hampshire ask for action on the res- 
olution at the present time ? 
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No, sir; let it take the usual 





| 


Mr. HALE. 
course. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution will 


| 

lie over under the rule. i| 

FUGITIVE SLAVES. | 
| 


Mr. SUMNER. I offer the following resolu- | 
tion: 
Resolved, 'That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
nish to the Senate copies of any general orders in the mil- 

itary department of Missouri reJating to fugitive slaves. 
lask for the immediate consideration of the 
resolution; and I desire to make an explanation. || 

The VICE PRESIDENT. ‘The Senator from 
Massachusetts asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to consider the resolution at this time. 
The Chair hears no objection; and the resolution 
is before the Senate. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, my attention 
has been called, by letters from St. Louis, to cer- 
tain general orders purporting to come from Major 
General Halleck, in command of the department 
of Missouri, relating to fugitive slaves, wherein it 
is directed that such persons shall not be received 
within his camps, or within the lines of his forces 
when on march, and that any such persons now 
within such lines shall be thrust out; and the 
reason strangely assigned for this order is, that 
such fugitive slaves will carry information to the 
rebels. 

Now, it is difficult to speak of an order like that 
and to keep within bounds. Besides being ir- 
rational and inhuman, on its face it practically 
authorizes the surrender of fugitive slaves beyond 
any constitutional obligation. Such an order must 
naturally be disheartening to our soldiers, and it 
gives a bad name to our country, both at home 
and abroad. 

General Halleck is reputed to be a good tacti- 
cian; but an act like this, with which he chooses 
to inaugurate his command, does not give to us 
assurance of any great success hereafter. He 
may be expertin all the details of military science; 
but something more than that is now needed. 
Commonsympathy, common humanity, and com- 
mon sense are needed in the conduct of this war. 
I take the liberty here of saying—and I wish that 
my words may reach him—that every fugitive 
slave that he surrenders will rise in judgment 
against him hereafter with a shame which no vic- 
tory that he can win can remove. 

l ask for the adoption of the resolution. 

Mr. PEARCE. I ask that it lie over, sir. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution, || 


being objected to, will lie over until to-morrow. 

Mr.SUMNER. I believe itis too late to make 
any objection. The resolution was taken up for 
consideration, and I have made some remarks 
upon it, and now the question is on its adop- 
tion. 

Mr. PEARCE. [do not object to its reception 
atall. IL only wish it to lie over until io-morrow 
for consideration. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution was 
submitted by the Senator from Massachusetts, and 
the Chair called the attention of the Senate to it 
directly and heard no objection; it is therefore be- 
fore the Senate for its consideration, but a motion 
to postpone it will carry it over, if adopted. 

Mr. PEARCE. I make that motion, sir. 

Mr.SUMNER. The resolution is simply one 
calling for copies of certain papers. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Do you desire any action 
on them? 
Mr.SUMNER. They may be important when 

we get them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The question ison 
postponing the resolution until to-morrow. 

Mr. SUMNER. 
postponed, | do not wish to stand in the way. 

Mr. PEARCE. I really did not know what it 
was, and I preferred in this case, as in all others 
relating to the cause of agitation among us now, | 
that a little time for consideration should be given, 
that we may not be taken by surprise. Of course, 
it will come up to-morrow, and I shall make no | 
sort of objection to its consideration then. 

The motion to postpone was agreed to. 


COLONEL DIXON H. MILES. 


Mr.GRIMES. I offer the following resolution, 
and, if there be no objection, ask for its present 
consideration: 


Resolved, That the President be requested to furnish to 
the Senate copies of the charges, testimony, and finding of 


THE CONG 





| lamer, Doolittle, Wilmot, 


If the Senator desires it to be || 


the recent court of inquiry, in the case of Colonel Dixcn 
H. Miles, of the United States Army. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Let it lie over. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the resolution will lie over. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I move thatthe Senate do 
now proceed to the election of the standing com- 
mittees for the session. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Mr. President, the ordi- 


nary method of electing committees is, I believe, 


| provided by the rule, that it shall be by ballot. 1 
| have handed to the Secretary a list of nomina- 


tions making provision merely to fill the vacan- 


| cles in the existing standing committees, which I 


desire to have read, and then I shall ask the unan- 


| imous consent of the Senate to allow a vote on it 
| without delay. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The list presented 


| by the Senator will be read for the information of 
the Senate. 


The Secretary read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the following be the standing -ommittees 
of the Senate during the present session : 

On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Sumner, (chairman,) Col 
srowning, Polk, and Harris. 

On Finance—Messrs. Fessenden, (chairman,) Simmons, 
Sherman, Howe, Pearce, Bright, and McDougall. 

On Commerce—Messrs. Chandler, (chairman.) King, 
Morrill, Wilson, Ten Eyck, Saulsbury, and Johnson of 
Tennessee. 

On Military Affairs and the Militia—Messrs. Wilson, 
(chairman,) King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Rice, 
Latham,and Nesmith. 

On Naval Affairs—Messrs. Hale, (chairman,) Grimes, 
Foot, Sherman, ‘Thomson, Kennedy, and MeDougall. 

On the Judiciary—Messts. ‘Trumbull, (chairman,) Foster, 
Ten Eyck, Cowan, Harris, Bayard, and Powell. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Collamer, 
(chairman,) Dixon, Wade, Trumbull, Rice, Bright, and 
Latham. 

On Public Lands—Messrs. Harlan, (chairman,) Clark, 
Pomeroy, Johnson of ‘Tennessee, Rice, Nesmith, and Car- 
lile. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. 
Foster, Sumner, Polk, and Bayard. 

On Indian Affairs—Messrs. Doolittle, (chairman,) Wilk- 
inson, Cowan, Lane of Kansas, Harlan, Nesmith, and 


Harris, (chairman,) 


| Starke. 


On Pensions—Messrs. Foster, (chairman,) Lane of In 
diana, Howe, Wilmot, Pomeroy, Saulsbury, and Willey. 

On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. King, (chairman,) 
Chandler, Wilkinson, Hale, and Nesmith. 

On Claims—Messrs. Clark, (chairman,)Simmons, Howe, 
Wilmot, Pomeroy, Polk, and Thomson. 

On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Grimes, (chair- 
man,) Dixon, Morrill, Wade, Anthony, Kennedy, and 
Powell. 

On Patents and the Patent Office—Messrs. Simmons, 
(chairman,) Sumner, Cowan, Thomson, and Saulsbury. 

On Public Buildings and Grounds—Messrs. Foot, (chair- 
man,) Anthony, Chandler, Bright, and Kennedy. 

On Territories—Messrs. Wade, (chairman,) Wilkinson, 
Hale, Browning, Johnson of Tennessee, Carlile, and 

Pomeroy. 

To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of the 
Senate—Messrs. Dixon, (chairman,) Clark, and Johnson 
of Tennessee. 

On Printing—Messrs. Anthony, (chairman,) Harlan, 
and Powell. 

On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Lane of Indiana, (chair- 
man,) Morrill, and Latham. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Browning, (chairman,) Wil- 
ley, and Saulsbury. 

On the Library—Messrs. Pearce, (chairman,) Collamer, 
and Fessenden. 


Mr. COLLAMER. I move the adoption of 

| the resolution read by the Secretary making those 

the standing committees of the Senate for the 
yresent session. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
| Vermont moves the suspension of the rule re- 
quiring balloting for the committees of the Sen- 
ate, and that this resolution be adopted. The 
Chair hears no objection. 

The resolution was adopted. 


EXPULSION OF MR. BRECKINRIDGE. 
Mr. CHANDLER. 


I offer the following res- 


olution, which I send to the Chair, and ask to | 


| have it considered now: 
Resolved, That Joun C. BRECKINRIDGE be, and he 
hereby, expelled from the Senate. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 


is 


|| ask for action on the resolution at the present | 
| time? 


Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection, and the resolution is now before the 
Senate. 

Mr.POWELL. I willsimply state to the Sen- 
ate that I think Mr. Breckinamee has resigned 

| his seat in the Senate. 
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Mr. CLARK. I will inquire of the Senator 
from Kentucky whether there is any doubt of his 
now being in the rebel army? 

Mr. POWELL. Ido not know whether there 
is any doubt about it or not. 

Mr. CLARK. Then, if he is with the rebel 
army, I hope we shal! not wait to receive any 
resignation. 

Mr. POWELL. My only object was to an- 
nounce the fact that,as | understand, Mr. Breck- 
INRIDGE has resigned his place in the Senate. I 
have seen it so stated in the public papers in an 
address from Mr. Brecxtiwrivgr, which | believe 
I have here. I showed it this morning to the 
Senator from Oregon, [Mr. Nesmiru.) 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If the Senator from Ken- 
tucky will allow me, [ should like to inquire if he 
has notthe same kind ofevidence that Mr. Brecx- 
INRIDGE IS now in arms against the Government 
he had sworn to support, and an open traitor, as 
he has of his resignation ? 

Mr. POWELL. I will merely say to the Sen- 
ator that this address says he resigns his place in 
the Senate for the musket. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Then I will ask the Sen- 
ator if he has not information ef the same char- 
acter as to his treason that he has in regard to his 
resignation ? 

Mr. POWELL. I have no information other 
than I have given the Senator—this address, in 
which he says he resigns his seat in the Senate 
for the musket. I believe those are the words. 
That is the only evidence Ihave. Ihave no doubt 
myself, from his address and what I have heard 
otherwise, that Mr. BreckinrinGeisinthe army 
of the confederate States. 1 believe he is there, 
though I do not know the fact personally. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Is it not the common un- 
derstanding that he is a general in the army that 
is arrayed against this Government? 

Mr. POWELL. I have stated to the Senate 
that I so understood that he had been appointed 
a brigadier general in the confederate army, but 
do not personally know the fact. I also under- 
stand that he has resigned his seat in the Sen- 
ate, and his successor is, perhaps, elected by this 
time. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suppose the fact that a 
newspaper reports him to have resigned would 
not be aresignation, The Senator from Kentucky 
could not resign his seat in that way. 

Mr. POWELL. 1 will say to the Senator, as 
far as that matter is concerned, that Ido not know 
that he has made any other resignation than this. 
1 suppose he has joined the army, but that is a 
fact about which | have no personal knowledge. 
I should like the resolution to lie over. I think 
it entirely unnecessary to go through the form 
of expelling a man who is not a member of the 
body. 

Mr NESMITH. I hold in my hand the ad- 
dress purporting to emanate from Mr. Breckt- 
ripGE, and signed by him. At the close of one 
sentence he says: 


** And now I hereby return the trust to your hands.”’ 

He is there referring to his position as United 
States Senator. That,in substance, is not a dec- 
laration of resignation, but it amounts to the same 
thing. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Kentucky move to postpone the resolution 
until to-morrow ? 

Mr.POWELL. No, sir. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I desire to have the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of the resolution; and I 
will also suggest a substitute for it, if my friend 
from Michigan will accept it. 1 offer the follow- 
ing as a substitute, and then I shall ask the yeas 
and nays on the adoption of the resolution as mod- 
ified. 

The Secretary read the substitute, as follows: 

Whereas Joun C. BRECKINRIDGE, a member of this body 
from the State of Kentucky, has joined the enemies of his 
country, and is now in arms against the Government he 
had sworn to support: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the said Joun C. BreckinrinGe, the trai- 
tor, be, and he is hereby, expelled from the Senate. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
from Michigan accept the substitute for his own 

yroposition? 

Mr. CHANDLER. Yes, sir. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
is on agreeing to the resolution as modified, and 
on that question the yeas and nays are demanded. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
taken resulted—vyeas 36, nays 0; as follows: 

VYEAS—Messers. Anthony, Browning, Carlile, Chandler, 
Clark. Collamer, Cowan, Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Harlan, Harris, Howe, Ken 
nedy, King, Lane of Indiana, Lane of Kansas, Latham, 
McDougall, Morrill, Nesmith, Pomeroy, Sherman, Sim 
mons. Sumner, Ten Eyck, Thomson, Trumbull, Wade, 
Wilkinson, Wilmot, and Wilson—36 

NAYS—None 

So the resolution was adopted. 


MESSAGE FROM THE 


A message from the 


IIOUSE. 


House of Representatives, 


by Mr. Ernenince, its Clerk, announced —e the | 


House had passed a joint resolution (H. R. No. 
10) tendering the thanks of Congress to C wae 
Wilkes, of the United States Navy , in which the 
concurrence of the Senate was r quested. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. FOSTER, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill (S. 
No. 73) supplementary to the act entitled ** An act 
to authorize protection to be given to 
August 18, 1856; which was 
by its title, and referred to the Com- 
ommerce. 


guano,’’ approved 
read twice 


mittee on C 


NEGROES IN THE DISTRICT 

Mr. WILSON. Mr. President, I desire to sub- 

mit a resolution, and I will state the reason why 

J introduce it. I should like action on it at this 

time if there be no objection, and certainly there 
ought not to be any. 


| hold in my hand the report of Mr. 


office 


JAIL. 


Allen, an 
r of the Government, in regard to sixty per- 

onfined in the jail of this city. 
them are persons who have been brought by our 
into the city, having run away from dis- 
loyal masters es who have been sent there—m ny 
of the m by disloyal persons—for safe-keeping r until 
the war is over, 


Sons 


armies 


Here isa history of each one 

)f these persons, anda list of the creatures in this 
city who have arrested them, and of the men that 
we call justices of the peace who have committed 
them, and a summary of the whole case presented 
to the 


provost marshal of thiscity. I have been 
in this jail; | went there yest rday ; L have been 
there to-day with several other persons, and such 
a scene of degradation and inhumanity I have 


never witnessed. ‘There were persons almost en- 
trely naked, some of them without a shirt upon 
them, confined there. Some of these persons are 
free. One of them, a free boy from Pennsylvania, 
came here with the fifth Pennsylvania regiment, 
was found in the street and sent there. Another 
boy, working for the public service here on the 
railway, was taken up and put there. One old 
woman was sent there by the wife of a former 
Senator of this body, Mrs. Morton, of Florida. 
She ts owned in Richmond, by a disloyal person, 
and she was sent to this jail to be kept until the 
war is over. The whole history is hi I have 
not time to give it, but I will have the summary 
of itread. IL submita resolution to dismiss these 
persons from this jail and to authorize the mar- 
shal to provide them with the ne age means of 
until they can take care of themselves, 
which all of them can doina en time. I pre- 
sent the resolution, and hope there will be no 
objection now to its consideration. 


sup port 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution 
will be read for inform: ion, 

The joint resolution (S. No. 8) to provide for 
the release of certain persons confined in the 


county jail for the county of Washington, in the 


cilizens of 
the United Stetes who may discover deposits of 


Most of 


District of Columbia, was read a first and second 


time, as follows: 


Resolved hy the Senate and House of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That 
immediately alter the passage of this joint resolution all 
persons who may have been arrested as fugitives from ser 
vice or labor and confined in the county jail for the county 
of Washington, in the District of Columbia, shall be dis 
charged therefrom. And the 


Representatives of 


marshal ofthe United States 
for the District of Columbia is hereby authorized and di 
rected to furnish to such of the said persons so discharged, 
as in his opinion may need assistance, supplies of provis 


ions and clothing, until they can find employment or be 
otherwise provided for. 

The VICE PRESI DENT. To what committee 
does the Senator propose to refer his resolution? 

Mr. WILSON. If Senators wish to refer it, I 
shall not make any ob jection; but w hile the ques- 
tion is under consideration I should like to have 
the summary of Mr. Allen’s report read. 


; army, 


| may possess, 


The Secretary read, as follows: 


Sum mary. 


From the foregoing report, it appears that there are now | 


confined in the city jail, in the condition before stated, sixty 
colored persons, male and female, because, as generally al- 
leged in their respective commitments, they were suspected 
ot being runaways, and no proof had been adduced that 
they were not runaways, when in fact not the least oppor- 
tunity had been allowed to adduce any proof whatever of 
their real status, (many of them offering to do so, and ap 

pealing in vain forso reasonable a privilege,) and they have 


| been hurried off to prison, with the expectation on the part 


of the committing police and magistracy thatif they were 
not sometime claimed as slaves, their bodies would atleast 
bring the amount of their fees, at public auction. 

Ot these victims of official cupidity, some, it will be seen, 
have been freemen from the North, coming with and be 
longing to United States regiments, in the capacity of ser 
vants, &c., leaving free and happy homes behind them, te 
contribute their mites and peril their lives in the cause of 
their country. 

Others have been fresh deserters at the same time from 
the most abject slavery and the menial service of the rebel 
into which they had been impressed by their disloyal 
masters. Scarcely had they completed their arduous and 
perilous flight, and landed, footsore and weary, beneath 
the Star Spangled Banner, when they were seized by wait- 
ing policemen and carried to jail “for safe-keeping”’ for 
their rebel masters. 

Others having succeeded in escaping from the service of 
the rebel army, and eluding for awhile the vigilance of the 
police, have enlisted with their colored brethren of the 
North in the service of the Federal Army, until they have 
been found out and captured by the faithful minions of 
slavery and disleyalty. 

Others still, it will be seen, have been committed to jail 
by the agents of disloyal parties now in the rebel service, 
* for safe-keeping until the war is over ;”? while all are ac- 
knowledgedly in prison without the least offense, and if not 
made of use to the Government or themselves, may be made 
of service to the rebels. 


Besides, many of them are supposed to be possessed of 


important information in regard to the condition of the rebel 
army, andthe conduct and whereabouts of disloyal persons 
within ourlines, but such is the miserable condition of the 
jail, and the uncomfortable situation of its inmates, to say 
nothing about the jealous and austere official surroundings 
of the place, that it is impossible to elicit such information 
in a proper manner without a radical change of circum- 
stances. L have therefore to suggest that these sixty unfor- 
tunate * contrabands,”? (Whose names are appended,) be 
set at liberty, under the protection of the provost guard, 
to engage in the numerous useful and remunerative situa 
tions Open for them, in the city, on their individual paroles 
to reportat this office, for the purpose of giving information, 
&c., in such manner as may be required. Those that are 
not found strietly * contraband,” or free, can be otherwise 
properly disposed of after examination. 

The opportunities of the slaves in the rebel States, and 
particularly in the rebel army, for becoming possessed of in- 
formation that would be vajuable to us, are peculiar. Hav 
ing the run of the camps, as servants, and waiting upon 
all grades of officers, they have a chance to see all that is 
going on, and to hear the conversations of those likely to 


be best posted on the strength, condition, and position of 


the army. Although unconscious of the value of the in- 
formation they thus casually become possessed of, and 
almost unaware of the possession of the information itself, 
when they come among us it may be picked out of them 
like the crude diamond out of its native bed, and as the 
latter is polished into a thing of priceless beauty, may be 
woven into a chain of information of incalculable value to 
the Government. 

I have, theretore, to suggest that all justices of the peace 
in the District of Columbia be instructed, when hereaftar 
any “contraband ”’ is brought before them as a runaway, 
to immediately send him or her to this office, for the pur- 
pose of giving information, &c. 

Whe 
the grand center to which deserters and fugitives from all 
quarters of the rebel service tend, I think thatthe import- 
ance of acting on this suggestion will not go unperceived. 

I further submit, General, that the justices and police 
otlicers engaged in the arresting and committing of these 
“econtrabands” have, many of them, been guilty of know 
ingly and willfully abducting. by force, persons in the indis- 
pensable service of the United States Army, (in some cases 
entirely disregarding military passes, &c.,) thus traitorously 
interfering with the internal economy of the Army, if not 
materially crippling its efficiency ; while all of them have 
been engaged in a business which, as sane men, they must 
have known was calculated to weaken the Federal cause 
and strengthen the cause of the rebels. I have, therefore, 
to respectfully suggest that all of these officers be arrested 
and incidentally treated to a very slight experience of the 
imprisonment which they have been so ready to inflict on 
others, in the way of committing them “ forsafe-keeping”’ 
until they ean be required to take the oath of allegiance, 
specifying, among other things, that they will not hereafter 
interfere with any persons that may be contraband of war, 
without first bringing them to this office for examination. 
IL submit that, unless this be done, all contrabands flying 
hither from the service of the rebel army, however import- 


|| trate to get himself freed from the 


ant information they may be possessed of, are likcly to be | 


taken up by these vampires and thrust into jail, the Gov 
ernment deprived of the benefit of what information they 
and the fugitives themselves finally returned 
to their rebel masters. 

Besides, if it becomes known abroad that contrabands are 
arrested and committed to jail immediately on arriving here, 
it will of course deter them from coming here, if not from 
leaving the rebel service ; and in this way, also, the Govern- 
ment will be deprived of the benefit of the information pos- 
sessed by this valuable class of deserters. 

The names of the sixty “ contrabands ” that I recom- 
mend to be discharged trom imprisonment, as above, on 


nitis taken into consideration that this District is 
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having their status declared by the proper authorities, 
be found appended to this report. 

Also the names of the police officers and justices of the 
peace who have been engaged in this “ contraband trade, 
for such disposition as you may think proper to make of 
them. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by your obedient 
servant, E. J. ALLEN. 


Mr. CLARK. Mr. President, I heartily con- 


cur in the object desired to be attained by the Sen- 


will 


| ator from Massachusetts, and I hope the reform 


at that jail will be carried much further, for I have 
known seguir of it for some months; but | 
suggest to him that i in his resolution he ought to 


| put the names of the persons that are to be dis- 


charged. The resolution isa general one—that 
all persons who are fugitives shall be discharged, 
The names should be put into the resolution, for 
the protection of the jailor. He may hold them 
under yroper commitment, and it should be 
known who are to be discharged. It may be that 
some of those persons may be apprehended again 
by the very same people who arrested them before, 
and be again thrust into the jail; and it would be 
desirable to know whether a justice here would 
arrest aman that had been once discharged in this 
way. I think we cannot ace omplish the purpose 
effectually unless we put the names in the resolu- 
tion, or refer to the names contained in that report. 
It should be made particular and specific. 

Mr. HALE. I am very glad, sir, that this 


report has been made and presented here, because 


| it will help to answer a question that was put to 


| the North had to do with slavery? 


me a great many times long and long ago—what 
y? I think when 
the northern States find out that they are sup- 
porting here in jail the slaves of rebels who are 
firhting against us—that we are keeping at the 


public expense their slaves for them, until the 


| war is over—it will have a tendency to 


cn- 
a n some minds in regard to the proper answer 
to that question. I shall go for the resolution, 
and for everything that tends to c arry out its ob- 
ject. But while lam up, sir,I wantto go a step 
further, for I think this is an appropriate time 
for saying what I want to say upon the subject. 
The difficulty lies in the administration of justice— 
in the judiciary of this District. I undertake to 
say, and put what little reputation I have at stak: 
on it, that on God Almighty’s earth there is not 
a community, calling itself civilized, that has a 
worse administration of justice than this District, 
and from that I except no tribunal from the Su- 
* me Court up, or down, as you choose to take 

, to a magistrate 's court. It has been my lot to 
go before magistrates’ courts in this District, and 
I will tell you that history, so that you can geta 
little idea of how law is administe ‘red here. 

In the first place you do not have the beginning 
of a criminal process here, but that it costs some- 
where in the neighborhood of $175, the public 
Treasury always paying it. The result is that 
you have filled your District with magistrates who 
are anxious to getup prosecutions. Since I have 
been a member of this body, one of my colleagues 
in the other House was arrested on the oath of : 
crazy man, charging him with ste saling a railro: f 
[Laaggite r.] Mr. Bodisco, the Russian minister, 
Mr. Calderon, the Spanish minister, General Scott, 
and almost all the characters of that description 
in this city were summoned as witnesses. My 
colleacue was arrested, and notwithstanding it was 
us palpable a case of hallucination on the part of 
a crazy man as could be, he actually had to come 


| into the Senate and summon me and my colleague 


here to go to the navy-yard before that magis 


thralldom of 
imprisonment on the charge of a crazy man for 


| stealing a railroad, and stealing it in New H: imp- 


| There v 


shire too. [Laughier.] 

It astonished me beyond measure, when I came 
to inquire into the subject, to find that Uncle Sam 
footed the bill; that no matter what the crime was, 
the public Treasury was to pi Ly the costs. I went 
then asa witness. | 1ad occasion once afterwards 
to appear for a friend who was in custody befor 
a magistrate sitting in this Capitol. I went in 
I asked to see the process by which he was held. 
yas none. I asked to see the precept by 


| which he was taken. There was none. I asked 
| by what authority he was held there, and the 
magistrate said that one of the messengers, whom 


| he named, had told him that the Speaker said the 


man must be arrested, and that was everything 


their paroles, for the purpose of giving information, and || under heaven that the magistrate had before him, 
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} 
and on that he held the man ona criminal charge, | 


called in another justice to associate with him, || 
and actually ordered a citizen of the United States 
to give bail in a large sum upon that arrest—an 
arrest made upon hearsay, brought to him through 
two or three channels, and when you got to the 
origin, it was that the Speaker said he ought to 
be arrested. Icould give the names and the par- 
ties if it were necessary. 

These facts that I state came under my own per- 
sonal knowledge; and now | will goa little further, 
and state some facts that do not come under my 
personal knowledge. Having these magistrates, 
and having this public Treasury to go to for the 
purpose of paying all the expenses, there are 
among the city ordinances of Washington some of 
the most disgraceful ordinances—some that would 
disgrace Constantinople—in regard to the free col- 
ored population of this District. No matter how 
long a man has lived here, no matter how correct 
a life he has led, no matter how exemplary he 
may be in all the walks of life, if he has a com- 
plexion a little darker than—I was going to say 
yours, sir, but I will not, {[laughter]—he is lia- | 
ble to be at once arrested and carried to jail, and | 


} 








kept in confinement, unless he pays to the officer || 


making the arresta fine of several dollars. It was 
hoped when we passed the new metropolitan 
valine bill that we had remedied that; that we had 
turned out those Democratic cormorants who had 
been feeding so long on this sort of plunder, and 
put in a new set of virtuous, upright men. But, 
sir, the result has verified again the old story of 
the fox that was in the brambles, the flies waiting 
for his blood; he prayed that the old ones might 
be allowed to suck, for they were nearly full; and 
for Heaven’s sake that they might not be driven 
off to bring in a more hungry crew. That has 
been the condition of the free colored population 
of this city under your metropolitan police bill, 


imposed. I have it from men whom I would 
believe as readily as I would believe any man on 
this floor, though their complexions are a little 
darker, that the worst days of Democratic oppres- 
sion were nothing at all to what they have been 
called upon to suffer under your metropolitan 
police bill. 

Sir, I read not long since, with some pleasure, 
a message from the present Governor of South 
Carolina to the Legislature of that State, in which 
he said that he hoped the day was far distant when 
the State would neglect to extend its protecting 
energy to that unfortunate and defenseless class 
of their population, the free blacks. If there be | 
any duty which this Congress owes to humanity | 
and to itself, it is to look into the administration 
of justice in this District, and to see to it that those 
who have been ground to the earth heretofore may 


not be ground still more under your auspices and || 


your reign. I hope that the intelligent, the hu- 
mane, the philanthropic Senator from Massachu- 
setts—I do not mean the distinguished Senator, 
{Mr. Sumner,] but the one who introduced the 
resolution, [Mr. Witson]—will pursue his in- 
— further, and find out where the cause of all 
this evil is, and apply the remedy. We owe it 
to the people of this District and of this nation 
that we do not suffer such a disgrace to rest upon 
our history; and I give notice that if nobody else 
does it, I shall endeavor to introduce into the Sen- 
ate a bill that shall have some tendency to remedy 
the evils of which I complain. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. Perhaps it is proper that | 


I should inquire from the Senator from Massa- | 
chusetts, who made the report which has been | 
read here to the Senate? 
Mr. WILSON. This paper which I hold in | 
my hand is a report made by E. J. Allen to Gen- | 
eral Porter, the provost marshal of the District. 
_ Mr. McDOUGALL. I do not know who he 
is; and there are many things in the paper that 
would probably be placed at least in a different 
form if the facts were presented to us by a com- 
mittee of the Senate who had considered the ques- 
tion. Taking this paper—for it is nota report— 
and the resolution together, they present matters 
for grave consideration, matters that are entitled 
to consideration by the Senate through all itscus- 
tomary forms. If this had been a report from a 
committee of the Senate on so grave a question, | 
should not object to its present consideration; but 
a8 itis a statement of some one that Ido not know, 
and that I suppose Senators generally do notknow, 





| by what he will witness. 





and is not official in the sense of legislation, lwant 
to see what some competent committee of the 
Senate have to say on the subject. In order that 
I may be able to act upon the information that 
comes from committees, | move that the joint res- 


olution be referred to the Committee on the Ju- | 
diciary, for it involves some considerations that | 
belong to the administration, if not to the inter- | 


pretation of law. 


Mr. WILSON. 


I have no objection to refer- 


| ring this resolution to the Committee on the Judi- 
| clary, or the Committee on the District of Colum- 


bia, or any other committee of the body. I have 
called the attention of the Senate to this subject, 
because my notice was attracted to it by a gentle- 
man who had examined this report. I went to 
the prison and saw those poor creatures yester- 


day. To-day, I took several gentlemen to that | 


place to witness what I had seen; and I say here 
now, that if any Senator will go to that prison 
he will find that all his better nature will be shocked 
I think these persons 


| there held ought to be dismissed from that vile 


place as soon as possible. 

Now, sir, I want to say a single word in regard 
to the observations of the Senator from New 
Hampshire, [Mr. Hare.] Llagree entirely with 


| that Senator in what he has said of the courts of 


justice of this District. I hope before this Con- 
gress adjourns, that the judiciary system of the 
District will be entirely reorganized, and that we 
shall have judicial tribunals worthy of a Christian 


| andacivilized age, and thatthe justice-of-the-peace 


doggeries about this city, that are a disgrace and 
a dishonor to humanity, will be abolished. There 
was one remark made by the Senator in regard 


| to the new police, which I think 1 owe it to the 


Senate to netice. During the autumn, I have been 


| called upon repeatedly by colored persons of the 


| and that they are county constables. 


| the regiment went home. 


|} most respectable character in this District, and 


the policemen being tempted by the fine which is || asked if, in organizing the police of the District, 


we intended to oppress them as a class, and they 


| said that they had never been so oppressed as 


during the last fewmonths. I supposed that the 


| police, under the act of the last session, had been 
| engaged in this work, but on calling upon some 


of the police commissioners I found that they have 
been otherwise instructed. In this report, I find 
a listof the persons who have made these arrests, 
Here isa 
list of these county constables engaged in this in- 
famous business; and also a list of the justices of 


| the peace engaged in this work of shame: 


| Names of Police Constables and Justices of the Peace en- 


’ 


gaged in arresting ** contrabands,’ 
to the Washington jail: 


and committing them 


Constables. 


B. Martin, 

R. ‘I’. Martin, 

M. McNamara, 

Enoch Moreland, 
John H. Newman, 
John Drill, Henry E. Norris, 
George W. Duvall, James Quigley, 
Charles G. Eckloff, E. Reynolds, 

F. Fearson, William Rollins, 
Samuel Fearson, James H. Searf, 
Joseph A. Gill, George Sheeple, (or Shipley,) 
Patrick Gormley, William Smith, 
William Horner, J. A. Suit, 

P. Keefe, Charles R. Thompson, 
C. Kimball, Lewis Whalin, 

J. F. King, J. Z. Williams, 
Robert King, Thomas Williamson, 
Frederick Knight, John Wise, 

John T. Lewis, J. 8. Worthington, 
Francis Lusby, Thomas Young. 


Aquilla R. Allen, 
James Belt, 

A. W. Debzell, 
George Donaldson, 
J.T. Donaldson, 


Justices of the Peace. 


J. W. Barnaelo, 
John D. Clark, 
James Cull, 
Thomas C. Donn, 
B. W. Ferguson, 
Gilbert L. Giberson, 
J. Hl. Johnson, 

W. Albert King, 


P. McKenna, 
F. J. Murphy, 
H. G. Murray, 
Henry Reaver, 
D. Rowland, 
W. Thompson, 
Charles Walter, 
R. White. 


One of these constables, a Mr. King, notorious 
here in this city as one of the creatures that live 


| by this business, took up a poor boy named Arm- 
| strong, who ran 7 from Alexandria, joined 


an Ohio regiment, and was left in this city when 
He took him to jail, 
and took from him a dollar and a half that the 
soldiers had given him. 

I hope, sir, in the first instance, that these per- 
sons will be discharged as speedily as possible; 
and then that a law will be passed punishing any- 
body for arresting such persons, and that all the 


| promptly. 
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laws in the District of Columbia oppressive or de- 
grading to any portion of the people will be wiped 
trom the statute-book; and thatall the ordinances of 
the city of thatcharacter will be annulled, and then, 
I trust, that judicial tribunals will be established 
worthy of us, and that a system for selecting 
jurors will be adopted which will secure the ends 
of justice; and then I hope that slavery will be 
swept away forever from the District, and the 
national capital freed from its pollution. The 
prison which stands in this city isa burning shame 
and a disgrace to our country, and | hope it will 
be leveled with the dust, and that a prison fit to 
keep human beings in will be erected. The other 
day the French legation carried to that prison gen- 
tlemen who had traversed the world examining 
prisons, gentlemen who were investigating the 
subject of prisons, and their construction and dis- 
cipline. The jailor told me yesterday that, after 
they had gone through this prison, they observed 
that they had never seen anywhere oink a prison, 
with one exception, and that was in Austria, If 
Senators will go to the prison, if they can bear to 
go there, and contemplate for afew moments what 
their eyes will look upon, I think they will then 
be disposed, at any rate, to liberate these poor 
creatures who are confined there for no offense 
whatever, and to construct a prison worthy of a 
Christian people. 

I am willing that the resolution shail go to the 
Judiciary Committee if Senators desire, or to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, or to any 
other committee. I only hope that whatever com- 
mittee it may be sent to will take speedy action 
on the matter. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I do not wish to delay 
action. I am bound to believe that the Senator 
represents the facts correctly; but yet there is an 
objection to proceeding now, and it is that by so 
doing we should be regarded as proceeding upon 
the paper that has been read, to which | except 
as not a document such as ought to govern sena- 
torial action. It may be understood by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, and they may report 
I prefer acting on their report with 
regard to the measure itself. 

And now I want to say something more. The 
Senator from New Hampshire, and the Senator 
from Massachusetts, have spoken of the admin- 
istration of justice by the courts in the District of 
Columbia. I suggest to those Senators whether 
it would not be better to propose some remedy, 
and to discuss the remedy when proposed. If 
they would introduce a resolution, and refer it to 
the Judiciary Committee, to inquire into this 
business, and report some bill, it might be well. 
Ido not know, Lam sure, how the laws are admin- 
istered in this District, and many other Senators 
do not. When we shall be regularly advised on 
the subject, for myseif, | can say that I shall be 
ready to afford any remedy in my power as a 
Senator, as far as my vote may go, to correct the 
abuses suggested; but I do not think a discussion 
of the administration of justice generally germane 
to this question. I think this resolution should 
be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary; for 
1 want to understand how far these parties have 
acted in conformity to law. If they have acted 
in violation of law, let them be punished ] 
should like to be informed from the committee 
formally what course we should adopt, after they 
have considered the subject. I have no doubt 
that the Senator from Massachusetts is correct in 
his observations in regard to the prison; but all 
Senators cannot go to the prison, and be informed. 
We have a certain form and way of ascertaining 
these things, and I prefer to follow it. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. Mr. President, I think 
we should be careful not to do injustice to others 
with reference to matters the fault of which lies in 
some degree at our own doors. As to this prison 
which is spoken of, I believe it is in the recollec- 
tion and knowledge of most of us that repeated 
efforts have been made to induce Congress to 
make the necessary appropriations to do some- 
thing better in that particular, and that Congress 
has invariably refused on one plea and another— 
that we had not money enough, that we were doing 
enough for the District, that we must be careful 
about our appropriations; and without looking 
into the matter and seeing whether it was true or 
not that we had a place which was a disgrace, us 
my friend says, to acivilized community, we have 
refused to make the necessary appropriations, in 


12 
Dd 
order to put out ly i before the world and 
to do our simple du 

Now, sir, lam very g ] that subject has 
been brought up ind discussed, Albodeh Shave 
not felt particularly pleased at any me with the 


conduct of matters here, and with the feeling pre- 
vailing among the people of the District with re- 
gard to the class of opinions with which I am 
somewhatconnected ,I have yet been alwaysready 
to do all I could towards m: ‘akin: appropriauons 
in this our seat of Government, upon ‘which I 
hop d to retain a hold forever, that were 
sary, in order to do what was i cent for a great 
and now I hope that Senators will recol- 
ted for this 


neces- 


navionys 

lect, When an appropriation is sugges 
purpose, that it 
I 


refers to something which has 

ven well characterized here as a disgrace to a 
civilized community. 

But, sir, | rose simply to second the ideas that 


ted by the Senators from Massa- 
New Hampshire. I have long been 
of opinion that the administration of justice, so- 
called,in this 


have been sugges 


chusetts and 


city, was an administri tion of injus- 
tice. I have no confidence in any of the men ex- 
ercising judicial functions here, from the highest 
to the lowest, so far as my knowledge extends— 
I mean im this District, and connected with this 
District. IL have watched the course of judicial 
proceedin omewhat; I have seen what has been 
and, in my judgment, the courts 


done and said; 
here are hardly worthy of the name, particularly 


in the administration of criminal justice. I have 
seen but one remedy, and have been hoping that 
i might live to see the day when Congress would 
be dis po ed to take | old of the matter with this 


all of the courts of this 
of existence, and remodel the whole 


singie view: to sweep 
District out 
aflaii 

i have not examined the constitutional ques- 
tion, and I do not know how far we have power 
with reference to the men now in office, and with 
reference to the system itself. i. how- 
power to be ample. If we have the 
power, now 1s the time and the best time to exer- 
cise it. We have a Committee on the Judiciary 
who are capable of examining this matter, and 
devising a new system; and e sincerely hope that 
they will devote themselves to it with the ‘single 
aim of making a system which shall place this 
community upon a level in regard to th admin- 
istration of justice with the States of the Union, 
states of the Union where some regard 
Lhope it will bespeedy. My 
opinions are not at all strengthened (for the y have 
been long entertained) by what has beer aid here 
this morning. I have never yet seen the time 
since | have been here when | had any hope, up 
to the present moment, that a movement of this 
sort would be successful. I think it may be now; 
and [ hope it will be made. We have ample time 
before us; and | trust we shall improve that time. 

1 know it has been said in some newspapers 
that Congress had nothing to do but get together 
and make provision for the war, and adjourn. I 
did not come here with any such idea. I think 
we have a vast deal to do in the way of correcting 
abuses. I think the time is before us, and the 
opportunity is good, and there is sufficient power 
and disposition to accomplish the purpose. If 
we do nothing else in the weeks that we sit here 
than reform existing abuses in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and particularly in the city of Washing- 
ton, we shall have accomplished much. I trust 
that work will be set about, and set about directly. 
lam unwilling that the capite il of the country she all 
any longer be a scene of oppression upon any 
class, no matter what, or upon any man of what- 
ever color. Let the laws be executed ; but if they 
are wrong, let us reform them. 

But with reference to runaways, men who have 
escaped from rebel masters, if the abuse which has 
been brought to our notice exists here, or exists 
anywhere, I wish nowto say, before the country 
—for this matter has excited some interest, not 
only in our armies, but elsewhere—that | am for 
rendering the most ample justice to them, when- 
ever it can be done legally and constitutionally; 
and there are few instances, I trust, in which both 
these conditions will not be found to agree in ref- 
erence to that matter. 

I know nothing of the facts which have been 
stated here this morning, except from these state- 
ments; but certainly the subject should be looked 
into here, and not only here, but elsewhere; and 


suppose 


ever, the 


or those S 
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Congress, if necessary, should express . decidedly 


its opinionsuponit. | am ready to express mine, 
not“only in my place here, but wherever it may 
be necessary to expréss them. I think the ques- 
tion is one which cannot be tampered or trifled 
with any longer, in view of the universal opinion 
of the country. 


Itis well, perhaps, that we should | 


begi ; here; itis a tangible point; but I hope it | 
will be followed up to any extent that may be | 


necessary in order to accomplish the purpose. 
Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, the Senator 
from Maine has pointed to abuses of the judi- 
owes in this District, and he has insisted that, at 
last, we shall have decent menon the bench. But 
that is sans going far enough, sir. We must have 
decent laws to be administered. There isa black 
code in this District, derived from the old legisla- 
tion of Maryland, which is a shame to the civil- 
ization of ourage. If any one wishes to know 
why such abuses exist in our prisons and in our 


courts here, as have been to-day so eloquently | 


You 


pointed out, I refer him to that black code. 


will find in that black code an apology for every | 


outrage that is now complained of. If, therefore, 
Senators are really in earnest—if they are de- 
te saiael that the national capital shall be puri- 
fied, that the administration of justice here shall 


be worthy of a civilized community, they have || 


got to expunge that black code from the statute- 
book; but to expunge that black code from the 
statute-book, is to expunge slavery itself; and 
that brings us precisely to the point. Senators 
will mistake if they undertake to meet this ques- 
tion merely on the ie shold, merely at the out- 
side. They have got to meet it in its essence, in 
its substance. Why is that prison such an of- 
fensive place, 
my fortune to visit it repeatedly? Itison account 
of slavery; it is the b lac k code which pre -vails in 
this District. Why i S$ justice so offensively ad- 


ministered in this Distrpet > It is on account of 


those brutal sentime nts generated by slavery, 
sanctioned by the black code which the courts in 
this District enforce. 

I listened with gratitude to my distinguished 
friend from New Hampshire when he reviewed 
this subject, and announced that he would soon 
bring ina bill in order to remove the evil. He 
did not tell us what that bill would be; but the 
Senator from New Hampshire is apt to be thor- 
ough. I doubt not that he understands the case; 
but lam sure that he cannot meet the case unless 
he strikes directly at slavery, which is the root 
of all this noisome inhumanity which has been 
exposed before us to-day. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Mr. President, from the 
direction which the discussion has taken, one 
might suppose that the judicial system of the Dis- 
trict was before the Senate on a question involv- 
ing the judicial system; but it is not so. This is 
a resolution, as r understand it, to discharge from 
the jail here in the District of Columbia certain 
persons who have been placed there under the 
police regulations, perhaps, of the city; and I only 
rose to suggest to my friend from California, that 
we have a Committee on the District of Colum- 
bia, and, if it has charge of anything, I should 
suppose that would be the appropriate committee 
to take charge of a paper of this kind. The ques- 
tion is not in reference to reforming the judiciary. 
It isa resolution to discharge from the jail certain 
persons that are held there 

Mr. McDOUGALL. A police question? 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I think so. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then I will change my 
motion, and move to refer it to the Committee on 
the District of Columbia. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator so 
varies his motion, and the joint resolution will be 
referred to the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbia if there be no objection. 

Mr. GRIMES. I understand that, in connec- 
tion with this proposition of the Senator from 
Massachusetts, there is also a proposition to rad- 
ically change the laws of the District. I think, 
therefore, the Judiciary Committee would be the 
most appropriate one to which to refer it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I suggest to the Senator 
from Iowa that I hope the Senators from Massa- 

chusetts and New Hampshire, who appear to 
ane rstand this subject, will bring forward some 
proposition to correct all these abuses, and refer 
it to the Committee on the Judiciary; and then, I 
think, it will be a proper subject for discussion. 


as I know it to be—for it has been | 


| amendment. 





I om not slaueetinaid " it it comes up at ‘all now. 
I should like to see these abuses reformed. It is 
a great outrage if these things are so. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The resolution wil] 
be referred to the Committee on the District of 
Columbia if there be no objection. The Chair 
hears none. 


SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. WILSON. I desire to submit another 


resolution which I propose to refer to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia, and I want 
the Senator from Lowa to deal with the question: 

Resolved, That all laws now in force within the District of 
Columbia, relating to the arrest of persons as fugitives from 
service or labor, together with all other laws concerning 
persons of color within the District of Columbia, be referred 
to the Committee on the District of Columbia, and that the 
committee be further instructed to consider the expediency 
of abolishing slavery in the District, with compensation to 
the loyal holders of slaves. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Does the Senator 
ask for the consideration of the resolution at the 
present time ? 

Mr. WILSON. It is a matter to go to a com- 
mittee, and I should like to have it considered 
now if there be no objection. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Is there objection 
to the present consideration of the resolution? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I wish to ask whether its 
present consideration is asked with any view of 
having action on the subject now, or for mere 
reference? 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
erence. 

The resolution was considered by unanimous 
consent, and agreed to. 

PRISONERS IN DISTRICT JAIL. 

Mr. CLARK. I submit the following resolu- 
tion, and ask for its present consideration, if there 
be no objection: 


Resolved, That the marshal of the District of Columbia 
be directed to report immediately to the Senate the names 
of all persons now confined in the jail of the city of Wash 


It is a mere ref- 


ington, with the causes of commitment, and the names of 


the magistrates by whom committed, and the length of their 
imprisonment, and the names of the persons who made the 
first arrest. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CARLILE. I suggest to the Senator from 
New Hampshire, that he also embrace a require- 
ment that a report be made to us of the charges 
on which they have been arrested. 

Mr. CLARK. The resolution does embrace 
them already. ‘* Causes of commitment” will em- 
brace that. 

Mr. HALE. I wish my colleague would ex- 
tend the resolution a little so as to embrace arrests 
that have been made of persons who have been 
afterwards discharged. I should like to get at that. 
There has been a vast number of those cases. 

Mr. CLARK. I have no objection to that 
The Senator from Vermont [Mr. 


| CoLLaMER] Suggests that the phraseology of the 


resolution be changed. The marshal of the Dis- 


| trictnot being under our control, he thinks it would 


be better to insert the word ** requested”’ instead 
of **directed.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there be no ob- 
jection, that modification will be made. 

Mr. HALE. I hope that phraseology will not 


be adopted. We direct the Secretaries compos- 


| ing the Cabinet, and I think we should direct the 


| mand of Congress in any way. 


marshal of Washington. 

Mr. CLARK. I have no choice particularly; 
but he is not our officer. He is appointed by the 
President, and we cannot control him. 

Mr. GRIMES. The Secretaries are 
officers, either. 

Mr. COLLAMER. The marshal of this Dis- 
trict, or of any district, is not an officer in the com- 
He is not an 
officer of ours to make a report to us. As to the 
Secretary of State, he is an entirely different 
officer. I cannot vote for the resolution in i's 
original form. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. 
Senator from Vermont. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I supposed you disagreed 
with me. I merely gave that as my reason for 
voting against the resolution in its original shape. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. We have heard the Sen- 
ator’s reason. Now let him hear mine, why I 
shall vote against changing this word. I should 


not our 


Ido not agree with te 


like to know if the Secretary of State is our offi- 
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cer. He is appointed by the President, and con- || He also presented a memorial of citizens of the 
firmed by the Senate, but he is an officer of the | 
United States, and do not we direct him? Here | 
is a subordinate officer, and the Senator says we 
cannot direct him to reporttous. This question, 
as to the proper form of a resolution calling upon 
any Department for information, has been dis- 
cussed two or three times since I have been in the 
Senate, and the Senate has uniformly decided, 
and decided upon the yeas and nays, that in com- 
municating with the coérdinate branches of the | 
Government, with the Executive, we should re- | 
quest information; but when we communicate with | 
the subordinate officers, we direct them to make | 
a report, and I think, here in the District of Co- | 
lumbia, we have a right to direct a report from an 
officer in this District. Here we have exclusive 
control; there are no constitutional difficulues. | 
We have complete control, in every respect, over | 
the District of Columbia, to legislate for it in every 
form which a State Legislature could adopt within 
its own jurisdiction; and surely, if we can direct 
anybody, we can direct the officers here in the | 
District of Columbia to make reports to the Sen- 
ate. I hope that we shall adhere to the phrase- 
ology of the resolution as first introduced by the 
Senator from New Hampshire. 

Mr. CLARK. I suggested the alteration merely 
to satisfy my friend from Vermont; but I find | | 
satisfy nobody, and, if the Senate will allow me, | 
as there has been no motion to amend, I will ad- 
here to my own original impressions, and use the 
word ** directed.”’ 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Then the question 
is on agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution was adopted. 

REFERENCE OF PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

Mr. SUMNER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered by unanimous con- 
sent, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That so much of the President’s message as re- 


lishment of a wagon road, from Atchison, in the 
State of Kansas, to Denver City, in the Territory 
of Colorado, thence to Salt Lake City, in the Ter- 
ritory of Utah; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs and the Militia. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Mon- 
| terey, California, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from San Juan to New Idria, and 
a post office at New Idria, in that State; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of California, in favor of the 
establishment of a semi-weekly mail from San 
Diego, via Santa Isabell, to Buena Vista, in that 
State; which were referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of the State of California, in favor of the 
establishment of mail routes from Areata and Gold 
Bluff to Crescent City, and from Trinity Centre 
to the Forks of Salmon, in Klamath county, via 
Summerville, Cecilville, and Centreville; which 
were referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

He also presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
lature of California, in favor of the establishment 
of a weekly mail route from San Diego, via San 
Luis Rey, San Juan Capistrano, and Arnheim, 
| to Los Angeles, and the establishment of post 
offices at San Luis Rey, San Juan Capistrano, 
and Arnheim; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

He also presented joint resolutions of the Legis- 
| lature of California, in favor of the establishment 
| of certain post offices and post routes within that 
|| State, and for the extension of the mail route now 
| established from Oroville to Susanville, Honey 
lates to our foreign relations generally ; also, so much as Lake Valley, to Virginia City, in Utah Territory; 
relates to any claim of the British Government on account || which were referred to the Committee on the Post 
of the detention of the ship Perthshire ; and also so much || Office and Post Roads. 


as relates to the establishment of diplomatic relations with rp r . . 

the Governments of Hayti and Liberia, be referred to the _Mr. LA I is AM. . These resolutions of the Le- 

Committee on Foreign Relations. vislature of California were sent to me atthe last 
session of Congress too late to offer them at that 


WILLIAM BROWN. : le 
atid ; - ; ee | time, and I now take this occasion to present 
Mr. KING submitted the following resolution; || them to the Senate. 


which was considered by unanimous consent, and | oD ed 
THANKS TO CAPTAIN WILKES. 


agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed to The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives (H. R. No. 10) tendering the thanks 


transfer the petition and papers of William Brown, of Brook 
House of Representatives he Senate to those of the |) of Congress to Captain Wilkes, of the United 
oF ak os : States Navy, was read twice by its title. 
- i eee Be SEA. Mr. SUMNER. I move its reference to the 
1e VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Sen-"|| Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Mr. HALE. I object to that reference, and I 


ate a letter from the chief clerk of the Court of 
desire to state my reason. It is a resolution 
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Claims, transmitting reports of the Court of 

Claims adverse to the claims of David D. Mitch- 

ell; the claim of R. A. Clements, administrator of 

James N. Mullican; the claim of Stephen Join- | 
ston and others; the claim of Thomas Hicks, ex- 
ecutor of Isaac Hicks; the claim of Thomas B. 
Graham; the claim of T. S. J. Johnson; and the 
claim of Alexander D. Anderson, administrator 
of John Anderson. 

Also, reports from the Court of Claims in favor 
of the claim of James Preston Beck, administra- 
tor of Preston Beck, jr., deceased; the claim of 
John Skirving; and the claim of Charles H. Tod- 
hunter, accompanied by the following bills: 

A bill for the relief of James Preston Beck, 
administrator of Preston Beck, jr., deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Charles H. Todhunter; 
and 

A bill for the relief of John Skirving. 

On motion of Mr. CLARK, the bills and re- 
ports were referred to the Committee on Claims. 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair takes 


this occasion to announce the appointment of 

Wituiam Pitt Fessenven, of Maine, and Lyman 

TrumButt, of Illinois, as Regents of the Smith- | 

— Institution under the resolution of yester- 
ay. 


of the country entirely, and appropriately belongs 


tempt now to take it out of its ordinary course 
and refer it to the Committee on Foreign Relations 


doubt in some minds as to the propriety of the 
course that Captain Wilkes took. I donot wish 
at the outset to put ourselves in that position. 
My own opinion is that it should go in the reg- 
ular channel. 

Mr. SUMNER. I desire to have no question 
with regard to the direction of that resolution be- 
tween myself and my friend from New Hamp- 





according to his motion. I had thought that, 
upon the whole, the more appropriate committee 
for it was the Committee on Foreign Relations, 
but if the Senator from New Hampshire thinks 
differently, | most cheerfully yield. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
Massachusetts withdraws his motion, and the 


on Naval Affairs. 
BILLS INTRODUCED. 





PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. LATHAM presented a petition of citizens 
of New Idria, Fresno county, California, praying 
for the establishment ofa mail route from San Juan 
to New Idria, and the establishment of a post 
Office at New Idria; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


| bill (S. No. 77) to abolish the distinction between 
the regular and volunteer forces of the United 


| ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs and 
| the Militia. 


|| consent obtained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


State of Kansas and Territory of Colorado, pray- | 
ing a survey by the United States, and the estab- | 


touching a matter in relation to the naval affuirs | 


to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and the at- | 


| will be taken as an intimation that there is some | 


shire, and I cheerfully consent that it shall go || 


joint resolution will be referred to the Committee | 


Mr. WILKINSON, in pursuance of previous | 
notice, asked and obtained leave to introduce a | 


States; which was read twice by its title, and re- 


Mr. LATHAM asked, and by unanimous 
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74) for the relief Charles McCormick, assistant 
surgeon in the United States Army; which was 
read twice by its tite, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 





















































































He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 75) to 
| establish a line of steam mail ships between San 
Francisco, in California, and Shanghai, in Chine, 
touching at the Sandwich Islands and Japan; 
which was read twice by its tide, and referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

He also asked, and by unanimous consent ob- 
tained, leave to introduce a bill (S. No. 76) to 
authorize and facilitate mining operations in the 
States of California and Oregon, and in the Ter- 
ritortes of the United States; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee 
Public Lands. 

Mr. HALE asked, and by unanimous consent 
obtained, leave to introduce a joint resolution (S. 
No. 20) giving the thanks of Congress to Lieu- 
tenant John Henry Russell, the officers, seamen, 
and marines of the steam frigate Colorado, for 
theirgallantry at Pensacola; which was read twice 
by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. HALE. While I am up, I desire to move 
that the joint resolution (S. No. 17) tendering the 
thanks of Congress to Captain Samuel F. Du- 


on 


| pont, and the officers, seamen, and marines under 
his command, for the victory at Port Royal, in- 
troduced yesterday, be taken from the table, and 
| also referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. COLLAMER. [I desire that that last ref- 
erence may not be considered for afew moments, 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Objection being 
made, the resolution will not be so referred. 

NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. FOOT gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill to authorize the Presi- 
dent of the United States to fill up the ** corps of 
cadets”? in the United States Military Academy 
at West Point. 

Mr. NESMITH gave notice of his intention 
to ask leave to introduce a bill providing for the 
appointment of a board of commissioners for the 

uurpose of investigating claims growing out of 
| Tndvan spoliauions in California, Oregon, and 
Washington Territory. 

On motion of Mr. LATHAM, the Senate 


adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, December 4, 1861. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H. Srocxron. 

The following additional members appeared in 
their seats: 

Messrs. ALEXANDERS. Diven and Isaac C. De- 
LAPLAINE, of New York; Mr. ALBertS. Wuire, 
of Indiana; Mr. Gitman Marston, of New 
Hampshire. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
COURT OF CLAIMS REPORTS. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House reports 
of the Court of Claims numbered from 276 to 2x5, 
inclusive, and stated that under the rule, the bills 
would be considered as read a first and second 
time, and referred to the Committee of Claims, 
and the adverse reports would be placed on the 
|| Calendar of the Committee of the Whole House. 

The following are the reports: 

No. 276. In the case of Charles Todhunter, 
claiming pay as inspector of customs in Califor- 
nia—renort allowing $412, 

No. 277. In the case of Alexander D. Ander- 
son, of Monroe, Michigan, and other legal heirs 
of Colonel John Anderson, deceased, claiming 
pay for property destroyed by the enemy in the 
war of 1812—adverse report. 

No. 278. In the case of R. A. Clements, admin- 
istrator of James N. Mullican, deceased, claiming 
compensation for contract to furnish stone to con- 
struct a portion of the Cumberland road, west- 
ward throuch the States of Indiana and Illinois-— 
adverse report 

No. 279. In the case of John Skirving, of 
District of Columbia, claiming pay for making 
design, drawing, and working drawings for con- 
verting the old jail in the District of Columbia 
into a lunatic asylum—bill reported allowing 
$1,142. 
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No. 280. In the case of David D. Mitchell, of 


St. Louis, Missouri, claiming pay under contract | 


to furnish mules for the Utah expedition in 1858 
—ndverse report. 

No. 28]. In the case of Preston Beck, jr., sur- 
viving partner of Bent & Beck, of Santa Fé, New 
Mexico, claiming pay for one hundred and thirty- 
four head of animals taken by the Navajo Indi- 
ans, in the year 1849—bill reported allowing 
$6,565. 

No. 282. In the case of Thomas Hicks, execu- 
tor of Isaac Hicks, of Brunswick county, State 
of Virginia, claiming pay due to Isaac Hicks, as 
captain in the revolutionary war—ad verse report. 

No. 283. In the case of ThomasS. J. Johnson, 
Edwin Curtis, and Joseph Baker, claiming pay 
for coal and lumber furnished to United States 
troops in New Mexico, in 185l—adverse report. 

No. 284. In the case of Thomas B. Graham, 
of Washington, Daviess county, Indiana, claim- 
ing pay for flat-boat and cargo, wrecked on the 
Mississippi river, opposite Memphis, by the Uni- 
ted States steam frigate Alleghany—-ad verse report. 


No. 285. Inthe case of Stephen Johnson, Eliza | 


Winans, and Stephen Winans, heirs-at-law or 
Stephen Johnson, deceased, claiming pay for land 
granted to Stephen Johnson in 1826, but the title to 


which was not received by him—adverse report. | 


CALL OF COMMITTEES. 


TheSPEAK ER stated the first businessin order 
to be the call of committees for reports. 


CLERK TO COMMITTEE. 


Mr. COLFAX. I am directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads to offer 
the following resolution; on which I demand the 
previous question: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads be authorized to employ a clerk, to be paid, for 
such time as he may ve actually employed, the usual com- 
pensation. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and undér the 
operation thereof the resolution was adopted. 


HOMESTEAD BILL. 
Mr. LOVEJOY. Iam directed by the Com- 


mittee on Agriculture to report back House bill 
No. 7, to secure homesteads to actual settlers upon 
the publicdomain,and I ask the previous question 
on its passage. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [hopethat the gen- 
tleman from Illinois will not insist upon his de- 
mand for the previous question until ] am permit- 
ted to make a statement in regard toa similar bill 
which is now pending before the Committee on 
Public Lands for consideration. I ask the gentle- 
man from 
prey ious question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I have reported the original 
homestead bill, which has been fully discussed, 
and is already well known to the House, and I 
therefore decline to withdraw the call for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The Committee on 
Public Lands, which has just adjourned, has had 
before it for consideration a bill on this very 
subject. 

The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order pend- 
ing the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I ie to call the 
attention of the chairman of the Committee on 
Public Lands to this subjects I hope this bill will 
be referred to the Committee on Public Lands; 
and that the subject will be allowed to lie over for 
consideration, 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I decline to withdraw the call 
for the previous question. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. [eallforadivision. 

The call for the previous question was seconded 
—ayes 55, noes 338. 

Mr. VALLANDIGIIAM demanded the yeas 
and nays on ordering the main question to be put. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 58, nays 69; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, Bax- 
ter, Beaman, Bingham, Jacob P. Blair, Samuel S. Blair, 
Blake, Buffinton, Burnham, Chamberlin, Clark, Colfax, 
Frederick A. Conkling, Conway, Davis, Delano, Diven, 
Duell, Edgerton, Fenton, Fessenden, Franchot, Hanchett, 
Hickman, Hooper, Loomis, Lovejoy, McPherson, Mars- 
ton, Mitchell, Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Patton, T. G. 
Phelps, Pike, Alexander H. Riee, John H. Rice, Sargeant, 
Sedgwick, Sheffield, Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, 
Trowbridge, Upton, Vandever, Van Horn, Van Valken- 


lliinois to withdraw the call for the | 


| that there would be no objection to its passage at 


ject, the main question having been refused to be 


burgh, Van Wyck, Wallace, Charles W. Walton, Wheeler, | 


Albert 8. White, and Wright—58. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alley, Ancona, Ashley, Biddle, 
Campbell, Cobb, Roscoe Conkling, Corning, Cox, Cravens, 
Crisfield, Dawes, Duniap, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, English, 
Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, Harding, Harrison, Holman, 


Horton, Hutchins, Julian, Kelley, William Kellogg, Law, || 


Lazear, Leary, Lehman, McKnight, Maynard, Menzies, 
Justin 8. Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Noble, Noell, Norton, 
Odell, Olin, Perry, Potter, Richardson, Riddle, Robinson, 
Edward H. Rollins, Shellabarger, Shiel, Smith, John B. 
Steele, William G, Steele, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, | 
Francis Thomas, Train, Trimble, Vallandigham, Wads- | 
worth, Wall, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Chilton A. White, | 
Woodruff, and Worcester—69. 

So the main question was not ordered to be put. 

During the vote, 

Messrs. ALLEN, CAMPBELL, and MOR- 
RIS, not being within the bar when their names | 
were called, asked leave to vote. 

There was no objection; and they voted in the 
negative. 





Mr. CALVERT, not being within the bar when 
his name was called, asked leave to vote. 

Mr. LOVEJOY objected. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. Mr. Speaker, I supposed, as 
this bill had already been considered by the House, 
this time. Ihave no motion to make on the sub- 
ordered; but will leave the bill to take its natural 
course. 

Mr. POTTER. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands; and, on 
that motion, I will make a brief statement. The 
Committee on Public Lands have several bills of 
this character under consideration, which were 
referred to them at the last session of Congress, 
and this will explain the vote I have just given. 
This House knows very well—and all those who 
have any interest in this subject know very well 
—that 1 have been in favor of some proposition 
for granting homesteads to actual settlers. But 
the subject has been referred to the Committee on 


Public Lands, and that committee has already | 


had it under consideration at this session. This 





is the third day of the session, and yet that com- 
mittee have had two meetings on the question. 
I was surprised, therefore, when I came into the 


House, at an early hour this morning, to find || 
’ Ss 


that my friend from Lilinois [Mr. Lovesoy} had | 


introduced a homestead bill without previous no- 


tice, and had asked that it should be put on its | 


passage immediately. No bill, Mr. Speaker, will || 


come before this Congress at its present session 


| of more importance than this homestead bill, and 


it requires, and ought to have, mature considera- 


| tion before it is reported to the House. 


Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope that the gentleman 
from Wisconsin understands that the bill which 
I have reported, and which is now pending, was 
referred regularly to the Committee on Agricul- 
ture at the last session of Congress, on motion of 
the gentleman from Minnesota, [Mr. Aupricn.]} 

Mr. POTTER. Has that committee had the 
subject under consideration at this session? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. It had it very fully under 


| consideration at the last session of Congress. It 


| this morning. 


was before the committee at this session, but a 
majority of the members were not present. I 
consulted with all of the members of the com- 
mittee I could find, and inasmuch as the matter 
had been fully discussed and been up over and 
over again in this House, | did not suppose that 
there would be any objection to voting on the bill 
I did not imagine that any for- 
mality was necessary. 

Mr.POTTER. Hasthe gentleman’s committee 
instructed him to report this bill to this House? 

Mr. LOVEJOY. As a committee they have 
not—there was not a quorum present. 


Mr. POTTER. ThenTI am borne out in the 


| statement that the gentleman from Illinois, with- 


out consultation and direction of his committee, 
has reported this bill to the House. It is then 
irregularly and improperly before us. On the 
contrary, the several bills on the same subject, 


| referred to the Committee on Public Lands, have 


been before that committee twice during this ses- 
sion; and on both occasions a majority of the 
members of the committee were present. Under 
the circumstances, it was not proper for another 
committee to bring the matter before the House 
at this early day of the session. I am surprised 
that the gentleman from Illinois should have taken 
the course he has; and I hope that my motion to 
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refer the bill to the Committee on Public Lands 


| will prevail. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I desire to add a 


| word to the statement of the gentleman from Wis- 
} 


consin, the chairman of the Committee on Public 
Lands. The labors of that committee are directed 
to the consideration of bounty lands in connection 
with the homestead policy, and their desire and 
purpose are to so adjust these two schemes as to 
subserve the public interest to the utmost. That 
was the reason I made the objection in the absence 

of the chairman of the Committee on Public Lands, 
| and I am glad that the House has refused to sus- 
tain the ordering of the main question, so that this 
bill may take the course proposed by the motion 
of the gentleman from Wisconsin, and that we 
may be allowed time maturely to consider these 
two systems of policy, and if possible to reconcile 
them to each other. I demand the previous 
question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I hope that I will be per- 
mitted to offer a resolution of instruction on the 
bounty land policy. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I cannot yield for 
that purpose; but I will yield to a request to the 
committee to consider any scheme that the gen- 
tleman from Indiana has to offer. 

Mr. HOLMAN. Let me make a statement. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I yield for that 
purpose. I will not yield, as I have said, fora 
positive instruction to the committee, as I want 
the committee to be left untrammeled. 

Mr. HOLMAN. My statement is this: I wish 
to have an expression of the opinion of the House 
in reference to granting bounty lands to soldiers 
engaged in this war. There was some doubt ex- 
| pressed as to the position of the committee on 

that point, and I hope I will be permitted to move 
| a resolution instructing them on the subject one 
| way or the other. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. I decline to with- 
draw the previous question for that purpose. I 
insist on my demand for the previous question. 

Mr. HOLMAN. lL hope that the ase will 
vote down the demand for the previous question. 

Mr. LOVEJOY. I hope that there will be no 
| objection to my moving that the bill be recom- 
mitted to the Committee on Agriculture. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If the gentleman 
had extended that courtesy to me ten minutes ago, 
{ would gladly now withdraw the demand for the 
previous question for him. Linsist on the demand 
for the previous question. 

Mr. WASHBURNE called for tellers on sec- 
| onding the previous question. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. WorcESTER 
/and Van Wycx were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes ninety-one, noes not counted. 

So the previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered to be put; and under the 
operation thereof, the bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM moved to reconsider 
the vote last taken; and also moved to lay the 
motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, from the Commit- 


tee on Printing, reported the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That there be printed for the use of this House 
five thousand copies of the message of the President of the 
United States, and the accompanying documents. 

Resolved, Tirat, in addition, there be printed for the use 
of this House, in pamphlet form, fifteen hundred copies of 
the said message and the reports profer of the heads of 
Departments, without the accompanying documents. 

Resolved, That in addition there be printed for the use of 
this House, twenty-five thousand copies of said message, 
with the diplomatic correspondence trom the State Depart- 
ment, and the reports proper of the heads of Departments, 
and chiefs of bureaus connected therewith, omitting such 
statistical matters and details as are not required for general 
distribution. 


Mr. WALTON, of Vermont. These are the 
numbers usually ordered—the same numbers or- 
dered at the first session of last Congress. I call 
the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question widarel to be put. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. [rise toaquestion of privi- 


lege. I have before me a letter purporting to be 





written by Hon. Josepn Seear, and addressed 
| to Major General Dix. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hardly sees how 
| that is a question of privilege. 
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1861. 


Mr. WALTON, of Vermont. My resolutions 
relate to privileged questions. 


The SPEAKER. Very true; but the gentle- 





man from Ohio says he rises to a question of priv- 
ilege, which always takes precedence of a priv- 
ileged question. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. The matter relates to the 
seat of a member upon this floor. 

The SPEAKER. There is no such member || 
upon this floor. 3 ; 1] 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I think it relates to his || 
qualification as a member. = 

The SPEAKER. The Chair rules that itis not 
a question of privilege. The question recurs upon 
the adoption of the resolutions reported by the 
gentleman from Vermont, (Mr. Watton. ] 

The question was put, and the resolutions were 
adopted. 

SITTINGS OF SPECIAL COMMITTEE. 


Mr. VAN WICK, from the select committee 
to inquire into Government contracts, reported the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the select committee to inquire into the 
contracts made by the Government, of which the Hon. 
Cuaries H. Van Wycx is chairman, have leave to sit 
during the sessions of the House, and to report from time to 
time. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. The latter part of | 
that resolution changes the rules of the House, 
and I object to it on that account. I think the 
precedent isa bad one. To the first part of the 
resolution I have no objection. 


Mr. WASHBURNE. The point of order is 


| 


the resolution must lie over. 

«Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. If,as lam advised, 
the object is to have the testimony, which I un- 
derstand is very voluminous, reported, I will not 
insist upoh my point. 

Mr. WASHBURNE. I did not suppose that 
under the circumstances there would be any ob- 
jection. The gentleman has stated correctly the 
object of the resolution. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
point of order. 

The resolution was agreed to. 


CONTESTED-ELECTION CASE. 


Mr. DAWES, from the Committee of Elec- 
tions, reported the following resolution; which | 
was read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolved, That in the matter of the contested-election 
case in the third congressional district of Pennsylvania, 
the further time of ten days is hereby granted to the con- 
testant, for the purpose of taking testimony, from and after 
the expiration of the twenty days granted to the sitting 
member by the resolution of the House of the 3d instant, 
said testimony to be confined to such as may rebut the tes- 
timony taken under such resolution, and to be taken before 
the same magistrate, and in all respects in the manner pro- | 
vided in said resolution. 


The SPEAKER, as the next business inorder, | 
proceeded to call the States for resolutions, under 
which call bills, on leave, could be introduced. 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Mr. UPTON introduced a bill, of which pre- | 


vious notice had been given, to provide for the res- 
toration of the county of Alexandria, Virginia, 
to the District of Columbia; which was read a first 
and second time, and referred to the Committee 
for the District of Columbia. 

Mr. UPTON. I ask that the bill may be 
printed. 


There being no objection, the bill was ordered 
to be printed. 


PRINTING OF DOCUMENTS. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM introduced the fol- 


lowing resolutions; which were read, and referred 
to the Committee on Printing: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House cause to be bound 
such of the public documents furnished currently to the 
members of the House, as any member may from time to 
time direct; the expense of said binding to be paid out of 
the contingentfund: Provided, however, That not less than | 
two hundred pages shall be bound in any one volume. 

Resolved, That all bills and resvlutions ordered to be 
printed by either House shall hereafter be printed in the 
same form as the other public documents, and bound at the 
end of each session in the same manner, and distributed as is 
now ordered by law in the case of other documents ; except 
that they shall be printed upon the same kind of paper and 


— lines numbered, and the same width apart as hereto- 
ore. 


I withdraw my 


ARMED INTERVENTION—MEXICO. 
Mr. VALLANDIGHAM introduced the fol- 





THE CO 


lowing resolution; which was read, considered, 
and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President be requested to communi 
cate, if not incompatible with the public interest, copies of 
any communications addressed to the Executive of the 
United States, by the Governments of England, Spain, and 
France, in regard to the armed intervention proposed by 
them into the affairs of Mexico ; and also any other informa- 
tion concerning the same which he may have to commu 
nicate. 


WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS. 
Mr. ALLEN asked and obtained leave to with- 
draw from the Calendar of the House, the adverse 
report of the Court of Claims, No. 285, and to have 
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The SPEAKER. If the gentleman proposes 


|} to discuss the resolution, it must go over. 


the same referred to the Committee on Private | 


Land Claims. 
THE REBELLION. 

Mr. HUTCHINS introduced a joint resolution, 
of which previous notice had been given, concern- 
ing the rebellion; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. [ask that its consideration 
may be postponed until Tuesday next, to be con- 


| sidered with the other resolutions upon the same 


subject. 
Mr. KELLOGG, of Illinois. Lobject. [move 


that the resolution be referred to the Committee on | 


the Judiciary. 


they should go there for consideration. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I do not know why this 
resolution should not be permitted to take the same 
course that all other resolutions upon the same 


| subject have taken; that is, postponed until Tues- 


well taken, and if the gentleman insists upon it, || day next, and be made the special order. 


Mr. KELLOGG, of Lllinois. 1 will state that 
I design to make the same motion in relation to all 
propositions of that character that may be offered 
hereafter, and also in relation to those which have 
already been offered and postponed. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. f 
others, and then make a motion in reference to the 
whole. 

The question was first taken on the motion to 
postpone; and it was agreed to. 


SLAVES CONFINED IN JAIL. 


I desire to have all resolutions of | 
that nature referred to that committee, for I think || 


| 


et mine go with the | 


motion in regard to it. 





Mr. HUTCHINS introduced the following res- 1 


olution, and moved the previous question upon 


|| its adoption: 
Whereas it is reported that there are confined within the | 


Government jail in the city of Washington fifty-five per- 
sons who are not charged with crime, but who are sus- 
pected of being slaves : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the standing Committee for the District 
of Columbia be requested to inquire into the truth of said 
report, and by what authority said persons are held and 
confined ; who are the reputed owners of said persons ; and 


| what legislation, if any, is necessary to relieve said persons | 





from imprisonment, and to prevent others from being sim- 
ilarly imprisoned; and that said committee report to the 
House by bill or otherwise. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 


main question ordered to be put; and under the | 


operation thereof the resolution was adopted. 
PAY OF SOLDIERS HELD AS PRISONERS. 

Mr. PENDLETON submitted the following 
resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire what change, if any,is necessary in the 
law providing for the payment of soldiers who are held as 
prisoners of war. 

PROCESS IN FEDERAL COURTS. 

Mr. PENDLETON submitted the following 

resolution; which was read, considered, and 


| agreed to: 


‘Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 


| structed to inquire what change, if any, is necessary in the 


law regulating the taking of depositions to be used in Fed 
eral courts, and the issuance of process for witnesses in 
criminal cases. 

EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS. 

Mr. COX submitted the following preamble and 
resolution: 

Whereas exchange of prisoners in the present war forthe 
Union bas already been practiced indirectly, and as such ex- 
change would not only increase enlistments and the vigor 
of our Army, but subserve the highest interests of humanity, 
and as such exchange does not involve recognition of the 
rebels as a government: Therefore, 

Resolved, That the President of the United States be re- 
quested to inaugurate systematic measures for the exchange 
of prisoners in the present war. 


Mr. RICHARDSON. It seems to me that 
this is a question about which there ought to be 


some deliberation and some cooperation with other 
Departments of the Government. 


Mr. RICHARDSON, Iam going to make a 
I will move that it be 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. COX. I have no objection to its taking 
that course. 

Mr. RICHARDSON, 
yourself. 

Mr. COX. Iwill make the motion. It is a 
matter of importance, and it ought to be consid- 
ered, 

The resolution was referred to the Committee 
on Military Affairs. 


Then make the motion 


OBJECTS OF THE WAR. 
Mr. HOLMAN. I offerthe following pream- 


ble and resolution; and call the previous question 
upon its adoption: 


Whereas this House, on the 22d day of July last, by an 
almost unanimous vote, adopted the following resolution 
submitted to the House by Hon. J.J. Crrrrenpen, of Ken 
tucky: 

** Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Congress 
of the United States, That the present deplorable civil war 
has been forced upon the country by the disunionists of the 
southern States now in revolt against the constitutional 
Government and in arms around the capital; that in this 
national emergency Congress, banishing all feelings of mere 
passion or resentment, will recollect only its duty to th 
whole country ; that this war is net waged upon our part 
in any spirit of oppression nor for any purpose of conquest 
or subjugation, nor for the purpose of overthrowing or in 
terfering with the rights or established institutions of the 
States, but to defend and maintain the supremacy of the 


| Constitution and to preserve the Union with its dignities, 
| equality, and the rights of the several States unimpaired, 


and that as soon as these objects are accomplished the war 
ought to cease :”’ 
And whereas since that time no event has occurred to 


| change the policy of the Government: Therefore, 


Resolved, That the principles above expressed are sol 
emunly reaflirmed by this House. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is not that question divis- 
ible? I ask a division of the question. 

The SPEAKER. The Chaircan consider the 


|| question of division at any time before the vote is 


taken. 

Mr. STEVENS. 
to be debated. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Indiana 
demands the previous question, so that it is not 


I think that resolution ought 


| debatable. 





Mr. BINGHAM. Well, I hope the previous 
question will be voted down. 

Mr. STEVENS. I move to lay the resolution 
upon the table. 

Mr. HOLMAN. I demand the yeas and nays 
on that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 71, nays 65; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Alley, Arnold, Ashley, Gold 
smith F. Bailey, Baker, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, Francis 
P. Blair, Samuel 8. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Burnham, 
Chamberlin,Clark,Colfax, Frederick A. Conkling,Conway, 
Davis, Delaplaine, Duell, Edgerton, Edwards, Eliot, Fen 
ton, Fessenden, Franchot, Gooch, Gurley, Hooper, Hutch 
ins, Julian, Kelley, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, MePherson, 
Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Olin, Pat 
ton, I’. G. Phelps, Pike, Pomeroy, Potter, John H. Rice, 
Riddle, Edward H. Rollins, Sargeant, Sedgwick, Shanks, 
Sherman, Sloan, Spaulding, Stevens, Train, Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Van Horn, Verree, Wall, Wallace, Charles 
W. Walton, E. P. Walton, Washburne, Wheeler, Albert 
S. White, Wilson, and Worcester—71. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, 
Jacob P. Biair, Calvert, Campbell, Cobb, Corning, Cox, 
Cravens, Crisfield, Dawes, Delano, Diven, Dunlap, Dunn, 
English, Fouke, Frank, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Han 
chett, Harding, Harrison, Holman, Horton, Willian: Kel 
logg, Law, Lazear, Leary, Lehman, McKnight, Maynard, 
Menzies, Mitchell, Morris, Nixon, Noble, Noell, Norton, 
Odell, Pendleton, Perry, Porter, Richardson, Shetteld, 
Shellabarger, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, William G. 
Steele, Stratton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, 
Upton, Van Valkenburgh, Wadsworth, Ward, Webster, 
Chilton A. White, Wickliffe, Woodruff, and Wright—65. 


So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
During the call, 


Mr. WADSWORTH stated that Messrs. Crait- 


| renpen and Mattory were still absent from the 


city, and that Mr. Jackson was detained from 
the House by military duties. 

The vote having been announced as above re- 
corded, : 

Mr. BINGHAM moved to reconsider the vote 
by which the resolution was laid upon the table, 
and also moved to lay the motion to reconsider 


} upon the table. 


The latter motion was agreed to. 


COLONIZATION OF FREE NEGROES. 
Mr. DUNN. 


I offer the following resolution, 
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and move the previous question upon Its adop- 


tiot 

Reeolred. That the Committee on Foreign Affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into and report whether it is practicable 
ind expedient to obtain the rights and privileges of settle 


ment and of citizenship in any part of this continent, or in 
the adiacent islands south of the United States, for the 
benefit of such free persons of African descent as may 
grate thereto from the United States, or where 


cl etocm 


uch emigrants may form themselves into independent col 
under such protection as may secure thein from for 
eign molestation. 

Mr. COX. DoT understand that the resolu- 
tion requires the Committee on lore ign Affairs 
to report as to whether such a place can be pur- 

ed, and the fi tbility of removing the colored 
people to such an island? 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order, as 
the previous que tion is de manded. 

Mr. COX. I would like to have the resolution 
again read. It seems to require a pretty large 
mquiry. 


Ihe resolution was again read. 

The previous question was sec onded; and the 
tion orders d, and he ing put, the resolu- 
tion Was agi ed to. 


main que 


RETURN OF FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Mr. atthe: I desire to introduce a bill. 
of which I} given previous notice, making it 
a penal offense for any officer or private of the 
Army or Navy to capture or return, or aid in the 
capture or return, of fugitive slaves. Itison the 
same general ; abje ct as the bills and resolutions 
which have been postponed until ‘Tuesday next, 
and I ask that it m ly tuke the same course. 

The bill was read a first and second time, and 
its further consideration was postponed until 
‘Tuesday 1 

REFERENCE OF PAPERS. 

Mr. SHIEL submitted the following resolu- 

tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the memorial of the Legislative Assembly 


or Oregon, "and the petition of Danicl Harvey and ethers, 
and all papers relating to the Oregon City claim, in the 


State of Oregon, now on file in the offiee of the Clerk of 


this House, be referred to the standing Committee on Pri 


vate Land Claims. 

‘he SPEAKER. The Chair will state that, 
= r the rules of the House, papers can be with- 
drawn from the files for the purpose of reference 
at the Clerk’s desk at any time. 

WITHDRAWAL OF PAPERS 


On motion of Mr. ALDRICH, it was 


Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal from 
the files of the House of the affidavit and appraisal of Basil 
Morciand, in the Winnebago claim, and that the same be 
returned to said Moreland. 


SLAVES IN SECEDED STATES 
Mr. CONWAY introduced a joint resolution 
touching the subject of the treatment of slaves in 
seceded States, which was read a first and second 
time, and its further consideration postponed until 
‘Tuesday next. 


SURRENDER OF FORT FILLMORE. 
Mr. WATTS submitted the following preamble 


and resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 


Whereas, in July, 1861, when in command of Fort Fill 
more, in New Mexico, Major Isaac Lynde, of the United 
States Army, abandoned said fort, and shortly after the 
abandonment, surrendered a largely superior force of United 
States troops under his command to an inferior force of 
Texas troops, without firinga gun or making any re: sistance 
whatever ; and whereas it is charged and believed that such 
surrender was the result of treason or cowardice, or both, 
in which surrender other officers under him were also con 
cerned: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested, if not 
incompatible with the public interest, to report to this 
House what measures have been, or ought to be, taken to 
expose or punish such officers, now Gn parole, as were 
guilty of treason or cowardice in such surrender, and to 
relieve from suspicion such as were free from blame. 


UTAIL CAPITOL. 
Mr. BERNHISEL submitted the following 


resolution; which was read, considered, and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Territories be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of providing forthe 
completion of the territorial capitol of Utah, and that said 
comunittee report by bill or otherwise. 


COOLIE TRADE. 


Mr. ELIOT, in pursuance of pre vious notice, 
introduced a bill to prohibit the Coolie trade by 
American citizens in American vessels: which was 


7c} 


read a first ed. second time, and refe ard to the 
Committee on Commerce. 


THE WAR. 
Mr. EDWARDS, by unanimous consent, pre- 


sented the following resolutions of the Legislature || 


of New Hampshire; which were read, laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of New Ham; pshire in General Court convened: 
That the contest now e xis ting between the Government oa 
the disloyal people that have commenced an unjustifiable 


and treasonable war upon its constitutional authority, | 


should be regarded by all loyal men not as a sectional war, 
not an anti-slavery war, nor a war of conquest and subju 
gation, but simply and solely a war for the maintenance of 
the Government, the suppression of rebellion, and the pres 
ervation of the magna charta of our liberty and national 
unity. 

Resolved, That the State of New Hampshire pledges her 
resources for the integrity of the Union, for the support of 
the Constitution, and tor the enforcement of the laws of the 
General Government. 


Resolved, That the Constitution is the supreme law of 


the land, and that no State has the right to secede therefrom | 


and dissolve the Union which that Constitution was made 
to secure. 

Resolved, That the duty of the General Government to 
uppress all attempts to dissolve the Union is imperative, 
and cant sot be evaded. 

Resolved, That neither the President nor Congress can 
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uments accompanying the message as yet pre- 
sented to the Senate; there are none in the posses- 
sion of the Senate. 
Mr. SUMNER. 
to certain documents. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s res- 
olution will be read. 
The resolution was read, and referred to the 
Committee on Printing. It is as follows: 
Resolved, That ten thousand extra copies of the Presi 
dent’s message and accompanying documents, be published 
for the use ot the Senate. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. NESMITH presented the petition of L. 
W. Cole, of Oregon, pear ing for the right of way 
over certain public land in Oregon, for the pur- 


3ut the message itself refers 


| pose of constructing a railway from the Dalles, in 


| Oregon, to the mouth of the Des 


-Chutes; which 
was referred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. POMEROY presented the petition of 
George W. Benson and others, of Kansas, for 
removing the cause of the present rebellion; which 


| was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


cons titutionally entertain any proposition which has for its | 


object the dismemberment of the Government or the disso- 


lution of the Union. 

Resolved, That in the language of Andrew Jackson, “The 
Federal Union must be preserved.’ 

Resolved, 'That the Secretary of the State be directed to 
send copies of these resolutions to the President of the 
United States, the Presiding Officer of each House of Con 


gress, the Governors of the several States, and each Sen- | 


ator and Representative of this State in Congress. 

Mr. COLFAX. Would it be in order to add 
also the language of General Jackson: ‘‘ By the 
Eternal the Unionshall be preserved?’ [Laugh- 
ter. | 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hardly supposes 
it would be in order to amend the resolutions of 
the Legislature of New Hampshire. 

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY IN THE DISTRICT. 

Mr. HUTCHINS, in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a bill to abolish slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

The bill was read. 


Mr. FOSTER presented the memorial of Mrs. 
Mary Ann Henry, of Pennsylvania, widow of 
the late Captain Henry Henry, of the United 
States Navy, praying Congress to pass an act 


| allowing her a pension at the rate of fifty dollars 


per month from the death of her husband, on the 
26th day of July, 1858; which was referre d to the 
Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. LATHAM presented the memorial of 
Francis Huttm: umn, praying remuneration for 
losses sustained in consequence of the illegal pro- 
ceedings of the collector of customs at San Fran- 
cisco; which was referred to the Committee & 
Commerce. 


Mr. SUMNER. 


I have a petition of citizens 


|| of Haverhill, Massachusetts, in which they se 


It declares that slavery | 


within the District of Columbia be, and the same | 


ishereby, abolished; and that hereafter there shall 
be neitherslavery norinvoluntary servitude in said 


District, otherwise than in punishment of crime | 


whereof the party shall have been duly convicted. 
The bill was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia. 
And then, on motion of Mr. OLIN, (ata quarter 
before two o’clock, -_ m.,) the oe 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, December 5, 1861. 
Prayer by Rev. Mason Nos e. 
Hon. Anprew Jounson, of Tennessee, ap- 
eared in his seat to-day. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXPULSION OF MR. BRECKINRIDGE. 


Mr. RICE. Mr. President, I was unavoidably || 


detained from the Senate yes sterday, and I now 
ask unanimous consent to record my vote on the 


motion which was then made for the expulsion of 
Mr. Breckinridge. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from | 


Minnesota asks the unanimous consent of the 
Senate to record his vote upon the resolution ex- 
pelling John C. Bree kinridge from this body. The 
Chair hears no objection. The vote will be | 
recorded. 

Mr. RICE. I vote in the affirmative. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator’s vote 
will be so recorded. 

THE PRESIDE NT’s 3; MESSAGE. 


Mr.SUMNER. There has been no order made 
for the publication of extra numbers of the Pres- 
ident’s message and accompanying documents. 
Those documents will be of general interest; and | 
it is certainly important that there should bea 
considerable edition published. 1 accordingly | 
send a resolution to the Chair on that subject, 


| 
} 
|| 
i 
| 
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which will naturally go to the Committee on | 


Printing. 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator will 
allow the Chair io suggest that there are no doc- | 


forth that the present formidable rebellion against 


| the General Government manifestly finds its root 


and nourishment in the system of chattel slavery 
at the South; that the leading conspirators are 
slaveholders, constituting an oligarchy avowedly 
hostile to all free institutions; and that, in the 
nature of things, no solid peace can be maintained 
while the cause of this treasonable revolt is per- 
mitted to exist. On this account, these petition- 

rs urgently implore Congress to lose no time in 


nition, under the war power, that the slaves of 


| rebels shall be liberated unconditionally, wh ile 


the slaves of loyal persons shall be liberated wit 
a fair pecuniary award allowed to their owners, 


in order to facilitate an amicable adjustment of 


difficulties. I ask the reference of this memorial 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
It was so referred. 
MILITARY DISASTERS. 
Mr. CHANDLER. I offer the following res- 


olution, and ask for its immediate consideration: 

Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to in 
quire into the disasters of Bull Run and Edwards’s Ferry, 
with power to send for persons and papers. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 


Michigan asks for the consideration of the resolu- 


| tion at the present time. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I do not know that 
this is the proper time, but I desire to move an 
amendment to the resolution. 


The VICE PRESIDENT. 


Is there any ob- 


jection to the oonubded ration of the resolution? 


Mr. TRUMBULL. Let it lie over; and then 
the Senator from Kansas can prepare his amend- 
ment, unless he is ready with it now. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I am ready. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I have no objection to its 
| cbataldbieanien 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair hears 
no objection; and the resolution is before the 
eel and open to amendment. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I move to insert Wil- 
son Creek and ‘Lexington, after Edwards’s Ferry. 

Mr.GRIMES. I move to include Belmont and 
Big Bethel. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. Will the Senator 
from lowaagain state hisamendmentto the amend- 
ment? 

Mr. GRIMES. If [had time I would propose 
a substitute for the entire resolution authorizing 
the committee to inquire into the causes of the 


disasters that have attended the public armsevery- 
where, including the power to send for persons 
I shall propose that as a substitute. 


and papers. 












